tennis

Page 14

THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT
Established in 1977 / www.arabtimesonline.com

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12-13, 2021 / RABEE’A AL-THANI 7-8, 1443 AH

emergency number 112

markets
NO. 17840

Page 9

16 PAGES

150 FILS

Over-60s permit tied to health scheme
Decision expected in days
Opinion

Your Highness ... ‘No one in this country
but this boy?’ Give the bow to the expert

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: The Public
Authority for Manpower has said the
decision on renewal of work permits
for those 60 years and above who
hold only high school certiﬁcates and
below is still pending for the Public Authority for Manpower (PAM)

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

ISN’T it time for Kuwait to get out of
the cycle of crises caused by the government — both the prime minister
and his Cabinet members — that see
nothing in the position but prestige, or
a ticket to squander the public wealth,
and prioritize private affairs over everything else?
This prompts us to ask several questions — Was what happened in the past
ten years aimed for the beneﬁt of the
country, the people and the state? Or
were the institutions employed to serve
certain individuals until it reached the
point of us sustaining this frightening
deﬁcit in the state budget, and paralyzed most productive sectors, as if we
had entered the era of administrative
desertiﬁcation?
When some ministers in the government of His Highness are accused of
corruption and bribery, no one should
be surprised by the imprisonment of a
minister or undersecretary for looting
the institution that he was entrusted with.
In this regard, when the Prime Minister does not exercise his role to the fullest, and leaves the “thread and needle”
to advisers and junior employees, there
is no doubt that Kuwait will deteriorate
to a worse state.
This is unless they are convinced
that by disrupting state institutions and
wasting hundreds of millions of dinars through exposed corruption, they
are making historical achievements at
home!
Kuwait has gone through ten lean
years as a result of the practices of the
former prime ministers Sheikh Jaber AlMubarak, and the outgoing Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled. During their tenures, the
number of corruption cases increased,
the private sector was paralyzed, public
sector projects were obstructed, the status of health, public works and education
declined, and the crime rate rose to a rate
that cannot be tolerated. Therefore, getting out of this vicious circle has become
a crucial necessity.
In this regard, we turn to His Highness the Amir and his trusted Crown
Prince to put an end to all that the country is facing, as it is locked in an unenviable situation from all corners.
I remember during the era of the late
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad — both at the
time of his premiership and in the head
of state role — he worked on increasing
the sovereign money, and had personally supervised the investment sector
and its deals.
I recall well how he refused to sell
Kuwait’s share in the “Mercedes” Company. When the country needed liquidity during the liberation, he asked to take
measures without giving up its shares in
successful international investments.
The savings of the Future Generations Fund at that time amounted to
about $600 billion, and its revenues
were about $ 40 billion annually. Therefore, at that time, Kuwait did not borrow from anyone during the Iraqi occupation ... rather, it spent its own money
to care for its citizens abroad. After liberation, it worked on compensating for
what it had spent during the invasion
and reconstruction, and even managed
to enhance those savings.
When the price of a barrel of oil fell,
Kuwait recorded the highest historical
deﬁcit in its budget. At the same time,
the Gulf countries were not affected by
this matter. Instead, they launched development projects, while we here celebrate the opening of a street, or spreading of asphalt on the road even though
it does not take long before gravel starts
ﬂying to destroy people’s vehicles.
In the face of such a crisis that is
much smaller than the invasion — I
mean the COVID-19 pandemic -, all
the measures taken by the government
turned out to be mere confusion and unjustiﬁed waste of public money, in addition to the absence of responsible remedies at all levels. All this is happening at
a time when the region is going through
major and fateful changes, due to which
we need statesmen in every sense of the
word.
Indeed, Kuwait needs a prime minister who is well aware of his mission. It
needs ministers of specializations that
would qualify them to carry bows and
arrows as experts.
O our leaders, Kuwait is in dire need
of a radical change in the Council of
Ministers. The motto “No one in this
country but this boy” never builds states
... in fact, it destroyed great empires.
Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com
Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

to ‘calculate’ the health insurance
which is to be issued by private insurance companies, reports Al-Anba
daily quoting reliable sources.
The source indicated the decision will
come into effect as soon as it is approved by
the PAM board of directors which is chaired
by the Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Dr. Abdullah
Al-Salman.
The decision will be implemented immediately after its issuance after the establishment
of the private health insurance
mechanism by the concerned authority.
The decision is expected to
include three categories of insurance and each category has a speciﬁc fee in accordance with the
controls and conditions approved
in special insurance cases.
The decision is expected to
be issued before the end of next
week and PAM is expected to
open the renewal window. After
obtaining the health insurance
the transaction must be submitted
through the authority’s e-services for automatic renewal.
Regarding the insurance fees,
the source explained it is determined according to the mechanism, and about the inclusion in
the decision all those who reached
60, including university degree
holders, the source said it is as of
now for only for high school certiﬁcate holders, while the inclusion of other categories is subject
to the decisions to amend fees that
are being studied.

Newswatch
DOHA:
KUNA photo

The Oman naval ship ‘Shabab Oman II’ docked at Shuwaikh port on Thursday, Nov 11.

UAE ‘embrace’ of Damascus
could lead to more overtures
Afghans race
to Iran refuge
TEHRAN, Nov 11, (AP): Thousands of Afghan refugees are
ﬂeeing the Taliban into neighboring Iran every day and the trend
could eventually become a crisis
for Europe, a top aid ofﬁcial said
Wednesday.
Jan Egeland, secretary-general
of the Norwegian Refugee Council, visited refugees this week
around Kerman province in eastern Iran close to the Afghanistan
border. He warned that Europe
could be affected if the inﬂux
into Iran continues.
Speaking to The Associated
Press in the capital Tehran at the
end of his trip, Egeland said more
needs to be done to provide hope,
food and care for Afghans ﬂeeing
the Taliban.
“Many Afghan refugees called
their relatives telling them they
are on their way to Iran and many
want to go on to Europe, so Europe should be less occupied
with a few thousand (refugees)
sitting on the Polish-Belorussian
border.”
“More people came today to
Iran than are now on that border,” he added.
More than 120,000 Americans, Afghans and others were
ﬂown out of Afghanistan during
a massive airlift operation in the
days after the capital of Kabul
fell to the Taliban on Aug. 15.
But thousands more were left
behind, with many ﬂeeing to the
borders and seeking help from
aid agencies.
An estimated 300,000 have
ﬂed Afghanistan into Iran since
the Taliban takeover, according
to the NRC.
“There is no economy, there
is very little assistance, and there
is too little shelter and food for
millions and millions in need,”
Egeland said.
He said that as the Afghan
winter arrives and there are not
enough shelters for refugees in
Afghanistan, more refugees will
enter Iran.
”We expect this to become
even more acute as hundreds
of thousands are coming to the
border between Afghanistan and
Iran. Winter will be horriﬁc in
Afghanistan,” he said.
The secretary-general urged
wealthy countries to immediately
scale up their aid contributions,
both inside Afghanistan and in
neighboring countries such as Iran,
before the deadly winter cold.

BEIRUT, Nov 11, (AP): A visit by the United Arab Emirates’ top
diplomat this week may have turned a page for Syria’s embattled
autocratic president, enabling more Arab countries to re-engage
with Bashar Assad.
That would be a major shift in a region that for a decade ostracized Assad, supported his adversaries and worked with the U.S.
to seek a negotiated settlement of the Syria conﬂict.
Syria’s civil war has displaced half of its population, killed
hundreds of thousands and driven the country’s economy into the
ground.
Following his surprise four-hour trip to Syria’s capital of Damascus on Tuesday, the Emirati foreign minister headed to Jordan, which has also reopened channels with Syria after a decadelong rupture.
In Amman, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan met
Wednesday with Jordan’s King Abdullah II and the two discussed “efforts to reach political solutions to the crisis in the region,” a royal court statement said.
Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi later told CNN that
the kingdom, which had hosted Assad’s armed opposition for
years, needed to be practical and consider its national interests,
at a time when a resolution to the Syria conﬂict seems elusive.
Jordan has been hosting hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees and is experiencing a sharp economic downturn, including
rising unemployment. It recently reopened its borders with Syria,
exchanged state visits and restored ﬂights between Amman and
Damascus.
If such contacts between Syria and some of the Arab nations
lead to formal reconciliation, it would be a boon for Syria’s struggling economy, including a tanking national currency and dried
up government coffers. Syria will also require massive investments in reconstruction.
Rapprochement would also mean an Arab push into Syria,
where Iran - the main rival of Arab Gulf nations - has had a presence on the ground through proxy militias for years.
As Washington appears to be disengaging from the region,
withdrawing troops from Iraq and Afghanistan and reorienting
its focus toward the strategic challenges posed by a rising China,
Arab players are stepping up their game in the conﬂict-ridden
region.
“Everyone is talking to everyone,” said one Arab diplomat
based in the Middle East, speaking on condition of anonymity
in line with regulations. For example, Iraq has been hosting talks
between Iran and Saudi Arabia, its regional archival.
Now the Emirates’ embrace of Syria is a test for whether reengaging Syria’s strongman could possibly lead to some concessions that years of sanctions and boycott have failed to realize.
Bringing Syria back into the Arab fold could reduce Iranian
and Turkish inﬂuence. Dealing with Assad, whose forces have
been blamed for most of the war’s atrocities, appears to be a risk
worth taking as the Emiratis seek to hedge their bets in the region.

‘Shabab Oman II’ docks
Oman’s naval ship Shabab Oman II docked at
Shuwaikh port on Thursday, carrying 28 students
from the GCC member countries and 16 sisterly
and friendly countries.
The vessel’s arrival in Kuwait is part of its academic journey of Gulf seaports, ending with participation in the Expo Dubai 2020, bringing with it
Oman’s maritime history and present accomplishments.
On this occasion, Omani Ambassador to Kuwait
Dr. Saleh Al-Kharousi said that the voyage bears
lofty humanitarian goals and contents, and represents the beginning of the ship’s ﬁfth international
voyage within the framework of its GCC tour.
Al-Kharusi stressed the depth of relations between the Sultanate of Oman and the State of
Kuwait, expressing hope that the Shabab Oman
II ship would achieve success on this voyage.
Kuwait is the ship’s ﬁrst stop of its cruise, which
is the ﬁfth since it was launched in 2014 as part of
the ﬂeet of the Royal Navy of Oman.
Another Omani diplomat in Kuwait voiced
thanks and appreciation to the State of Kuwait for
facilitating and welcoming the arrival of Oman’s
Navy ship in Kuwait. (KUNA)

Gulf allies join US,
Israel in sea drills
DUBAI, Nov 11, (Agencies): Naval forces from the
United States, Israel and two Gulf Arab states are taking part in a joint security drill in the Red Sea, a vital
shipping route that feeds into the Suez Canal.
The U.S. 5th Fleet said Thursday that the ﬁve-day
multilateral maritime exercise with Israel, the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain began on Wednesday and
includes at-sea training focused on search and seizure
tactics aboard the USS Portland transport dock ship.
The drill comes a little more than a year after the
UAE and subsequently Bahrain normalized ties with
Israel despite strong criticism by Palestinians over the
formal recognition of Israel.
An Israeli navy ofﬁcer said it is the ﬁrst time the
three nations have shared maritime training exercises.
The UAE also sent a delegation to an Israeli-hosted air
force drill last month.
“This is the ﬁrst time at sea, and actually it’s exciting that young ofﬁcers are meeting young ofﬁcers,”
the ofﬁcer told reporters, speaking spoke on condition
of anonymity under military guidelines. “We’ll do it
step by step.”
Their participation reﬂects their shared concerns
over Iranian threats to regional shipping. Israel has
accused Iran of trying to use the high seas to smuggle weapons to Israel’s enemies. It also has accused
Iran of carrying out a series of attacks on civilian ships
with Israeli ties.
Israel has acknowledged beeﬁng up its naval presence in the Red Sea in response to what it says is
heightened Iranian aggression.
The statement by the 5th Fleet did not specify
where in the Red Sea the exercise was taking place.
The sea, which connects the Mediterranean Sea by the
Suez Canal with the Indian Ocean by the Gulf of Aden
is one of the world’s key oil shipping routes.

Also:
RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition to support Yemen’s

Mina Ahmed (center), is helped by her children as she prepares cement mortar to repair the walls and ﬂoor of her
war-ravaged home in Salar village, Wardak province, Afghanistan, Oct. 24, 2021. In urban centers, public discontent
toward the Taliban is focused on threats to personal freedoms, including the rights of women. In Salar, these barely
resonate. (AP) — See Page 2

legitimacy carried out precise airstrikes on legitimate
military targets in Sanaa and Saada, including sites
for ballistic missiles, drones and weapon storage, the
spokesperson said on Wednesday.
“The strikes achieved their goals of neutralizing
cross-border attacks and attempts to target civilians
and civilian objects,” Brig Gen Turki Al-Malki
was quoted by Saudi state news agency, SPA. He
underlined that the coalition continues to exercise
restraint.

Kuwait Airways has
signed a loan and exchange agreement with seven Arab airlines that
will be used to swap spare parts in
emergency cases, said the company’s Chairman, Captain Ali AlDukhan.
In a statement to KUNA Thursday, Al-Dukhan afﬁrmed that the
signing came on the sidelines of the
54th General Assembly of the Arab
Air Transport Association in Doha,
during which many topics were
discussed, the most important is
reducing the carbon emissions and
reaching the zero point in 2050.
He also noted that the meeting
discussed the pillars of air policies
to recover from the COVID-19
repercussions, stressing the vital
role played by the air transport sector as a main driver of the global
economy.
The Kuwaiti delegation, headed
by Al-Dukhan, included the director of the Operational Lines
Network and Sales Department,
Shorouq Al-Awadi, and the director of government and commercial
air transport agreements, Fatima
Al-Ramadan. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait’s conﬁrmed daily coronavirus cases rose
by 20 to 412,936 while no deaths
were reported leaving the total unchanged at 2,462, the health ministry said on Thursday.
Another 28 people were cured
of the virus, raising the total of
those to have overcome the disease
to 410,185, according to ministry
spokesperson Dr. Abdallah AlSanad in a statement.
The number of people hospitalized with the virus at COVID-19
wards is 17, ﬁve of whom have been
admitted to intensive care units, he
added, revealing that another 289
are receiving regular treatment.
Some 14,855 swab tests were
conducted over the last day out of
a total of 5,009,789, mentioned the
ofﬁcial. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
DUBAI: Security affairs news has
become now an essential part of
rising social awareness and combating crime, illegal substances,
and prevention of accidents, Director of Security Media in the Interior
Ministry Colonel Nasser Abu Sulaib said Wednesday.
The remarks by Abu Sulaib
came during participation of his
department in a workshop on the
role of security media, as part of
the activities of the pavilion of the
General Secretariat of the GCC at
(Expo 2020 Dubai) in the UAE.
(KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
BAGHDAD: Iraq’s prime minister
toured a Baghdad neighborhood
on foot Wednesday, three days
after he escaped an assassination
attempt at his home in the Iraqi
capital.
In his ﬁrst public appearance
outside his residence since the attack, Prime Minister Mustafa alKadhimi’s ofﬁce said some residents of the eastern neighborhood
of Sadr City congratulated him for
surviving Sunday’s drone attack, in
which he was lightly injured.
The failed attempt ratcheted up
tensions following last month’s
parliamentary elections, in which
Iran-backed militias were the biggest losers. (AP)
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Murder of women, children can be neither justified nor tolerated

Call for a moral revolution against honour killings
By Dr Fawaz Alkhateeb
Attorney and assistant professor at KILAW

he recurrence of the disturbing practice of murdering women and
T
children has a socio-religious background, ideologically based on
a sinister gender viewpoint embedded within the Kuwaiti legal system.
Several laws reduce the penalty from a felony to a misdemeanour for
ideological and religious reasons. The most repeated killings in the Middle East are ‘honour killings’ and ‘the killings of children born out of
wedlock’. The classiﬁcation of ‘illegitimate children’ goes back to early
medieval times, and refers to a child out of wedlock. In the GCC, the
law still treats children born to unmarried parents as less-human subjects
because of the religious implications.
Killing a newborn is considered an offence, but the punishment is reduced from a life sentence to a penalty that does not exceed ﬁve years
and/or only a ﬁne of KWD 375, as per article 159 of the Kuwaiti Penal
Code. Such a ridiculous law is shocking but can be seen in medieval dra-

mas such as fantasy series like Game of Thrones.
Today the dogmatic absurdity of the strictly controlled family arrangements in Islamic countries
has led to the regular appearance of dead children.
Legal investigations into parents who got rid of
their illegitimate children have uncovered the triggers for the horrendous killings. The unjustiﬁed
acts were based on avoiding shame and escaping
the felonious complications that meant they would
face a seven-year prison sentence.
Alkhateeb
A heart-breaking Supreme Court judgment
from September 2008 saw a mother strangle her newborn until he died,
then wrap his little body in a piece of cloth and leave him in a public
toilet. After investigation, it appeared that she killed him for fear of
dishonour. Painfully, she was sentenced to imprisonment for only a
year and eight months with labour, plus deportation after completing
the sentence.

Mahmad Rizak, 38, poses for a photo as he plasters the walls of his house in Salar village, Wardak province, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021. In urban centers, public discontent toward the Taliban is focused on threats to personal freedoms, including the rights of women. In Salar, these barely resonate. The

The penalty of murder is also reduced when an offender kills his wife,
mother, daughter, or sister after surprising her in the act of sexual intercourse! The law frames such a killing as an ‘honour killing’, as per
article 153 of the Penal Code, which again reduces the act from a felony
punishable up to a life sentence to a misdemeanour not exceeding three
years’ imprisonment and/or a ﬁne of just KWD 225.
The parochial legislative leniency towards honour killing is rooted
in societal heritage. In Kuwait, the outdated, male-controlled establishment is at odds with the shifting values and outlook of the contemporary
generation. Therefore, it must be changed. The law must increase the
penalties against all murder offences to prevent innocent newborns and
women being killed. Murder against vulnerable women and innocent
children must not be tolerated.
Justice must be paramount. The denunciation of such killings is supported on humanitarian and ethical grounds. I hereby call for a coup in
the form of a moral revolution to embrace the virtue of life and soul.
Fawaz@tahergrp.org

ideological gap between the Taliban leadership and the rural conservative community is not wide. Many
villagers supported the insurgency and celebrated the Aug. 15 fall of Kabul which consolidated Taliban
control across the country. (AP)

In Afghanistan, a girls’ school is the story of a village

A little push, a little plaster may make it right
ina Ahmed smears a cement mixture to strengthen the walls of her
M
war-ravaged home in rural Afghanistan. Her hands, worn by the
labor, are bandaged with plastic scraps and elastic bands, but no matter,
she welcomes the new era of peace under the Taliban.
She was once apprehensive of the group’s severe style of rule in her
village of Salar. But being caught in the crosshairs of a two-decade long
war has granted her a new perspective.
Taliban control comes with limits, even for women, and that is alright,
the 45-year-old said. “With these restrictions we can live our lives at
least.”
But she draws the line on one point: Her daughters, ages 13, 12 and 6,
must go to school.
From a bird’s eye view, the village of Salar is camouﬂaged against a
towering mountain range in Wardak province. The community of several thousand, nearly 70 miles from the capital Kabul, serves as a microcosm of the latest chapter in Afghanistan’s history — the second round
of rule by the Taliban — showing what has changed and what hasn’t
since their ﬁrst time in power, in the late 1990s.
Residents of Salar, which has been under Taliban hold the past two
years, are embracing the new stability now that the insurgents’ war with
the U.S. military and its Afghan allies is over. Those displaced by ﬁghting are returning home. Still, they fear a worsening economic crisis and
a drought that is keenly felt in a province where life revolves around the
harvest.
In Kabul and other cities, public discontent toward the Taliban is focused on threats to personal freedoms, including the rights of women.
In Salar, these barely resonate. The ideological gap between the Taliban leadership and the rural conservative community is not wide. Many
villagers supported the insurgency and celebrated the Aug. 15 fall of
Kabul which consolidated Taliban control across the country.
But even in Salar, changes are afoot, beginning with the villagers’
insistence on their local elementary school for girls.
That insistence helped push the Taliban to accept a new, small school,

funded by international donors. But what the school will become — a
formal public school paving the way to higher education, a religious
madrasa, or something in between — is uncertain, like the future of the
village and the country.
A village demand
By 8 a.m., 38 small faces framed by veils are seated on a carpeted ﬂoor
looking up at their teacher, Qari Wali Khan. With a stick in hand and furrowed brow, he calls on the girls to recite from the Quran.
Rokia, 10, is the unlucky ﬁrst. Merely three words of classical Arabic
escape her lips when Wali Khan interrupts, correcting her pronunciation. When she repeats again, he exclaims, “Afarin!” — “Excellent,” in
Pashtu.
In three hours, the students, ages 9-12, will cover Quranic memorization, mathematics, handwriting, and more Islamic study. Homework:
What is 105 x 25?
The school opened two months ago, marking the ﬁrst time in 20 years
girls in the village have ever stepped foot in a classroom, or something
like it. In the absence of a building, lessons are held in Wali Khan’s living room.
The classes are the product of U.N. negotiations with the Taliban.
In 2020, the U.N. began working on a program to set up girls’ learning
centers in conservative and remote areas, including ones under Taliban
control at the time, like Sayedabad district where Salar is located.
Taliban interlocutors were initially reluctant to embrace the idea, but
an agreement was eventually reached in November 2020, said Jeanette
Vogelaar, UNICEF’s chief of education. International funding was secured, $35 million a year for three years to ﬁnance 10,000 such centers.
Launch was delayed by COVID-19. By the time centers were scheduled to open, the Taliban had taken over in Kabul. To everyone’s surprise, they allowed the project to go ahead, even using the previous
government’s curriculum — though they have introduced more Islamic
learning and insisted on gender segregation and female teachers.
Wali Khan, a madrasa teacher by training, got the job in Wardak be-

editor’s choice

cause most educated women had left for the capital.
The program enables girls without formal schooling to complete six
grades in three years. When completed, they should be ready to enter
Grade 7.
It remains unresolved whether they can continue after that. In most
districts, the Taliban have prohibited girls ages 12-17 from going to public school.
Still, it’s a good start, Vogelaar said. “Based on what we see now,
somehow the Taliban doesn’t seem to be the same as how they behaved
before,” she said.
Ten years ago, the Taliban were at the forefront of a deadly campaign
targeting government ofﬁcials in Wardak, with particular venom reserved for those campaigning for girls’ schools. Two village elders recounted the shooting death of Mirajuddin Ahmed, Sayedabad’s director
of education and a vocal supporter for girl’s’ access to education.
Several public girls’ schools were burned down in 2007 in the province. To this day, not a single one stands.
Times have changed.
“If they don’t allow girls to go to this school now, there will be an
uprising,” said village elder Abdul Hadi Khan.
The shifting attitudes may be part of a broader trend in support of
education. In 2000, when the Taliban were last in power, there were just
100,000 girls in school, out of a total 1 million schoolchildren. Now they
are 4 million out of 10 million schoolchildren, according to the U.N.
Salar’s villagers wanted no different. They convinced Wali Khan to
teach.
“They put their trust in me, they told me, this is a need in our society,”
he said.
That might be one reason why the Taliban decided to cooperate; with
the economy in ruins, they could not risk alienating a constituency that
supported them throughout the insurgency.
There are concerns of how much the Taliban will shape the schooling.
Continued on Page 3
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Expected weather for the next
24 hours:
By Day: Warm and partly
cloudy with light to moderate
freshening at times north westerly
wind to light variable wind with
speed of 08-40 km/h.
By Night: Rather cold and part-

Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 04:47
Sunrise .. 06:09
Zohr ....... 11:32

Asr .......... 14:34
Maghrib .. 16:55
Isha ........ 18:15

Weather
ly cloudy with light variable wind
to light to moderate north westerly
wind with speed of 08-35 km/h..
Station
Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City
30
20
Kuwait Airport
31
14
Abdaly
30
13
Jahra
32
14

Salmiyah
Ahmadi
Nuwaisib
Wafra
Salmy
Jal Aliyah
Managish

3
29
28
28
30
29
30
-

23
21
15
13
12
13
-

VACCINE REGISTRATION WEBSITE: https://cov19vaccine.moh.gov.kw/SPCMS/CVD_19_Vaccine_Registration.aspx

National Bank of Kuwait gains 10 fils, KIPCO slips

Push, plaster
Continued from Page 2
The U.N. is aware the Taliban enter villages and insist on more Islamic study,
said Vogelaar.
Most families are not against it, either.
Sayedabad district is composed primarily of Afghanistan’s dominant Pashtun
ethnic group, from which the Taliban are
mostly drawn. Religion and conservatism
are central to daily village life.
But a madrasa-type education “was not
the intention,” said Vogelaar.
Wali Khan said he received speciﬁc orders from the Taliban-controlled education directorate in Sayedabad to “include
more religious study” in the curriculum.
He obeyed.
In late October, local Taliban ofﬁcials
came to visit Wali Khan. They wanted to
know how the classes were going.
“The girls have a hunger to learn,” he
told them.
A father’s pride
After class, 12-year-old Sima runs
home, whizzing past Salar’s mud-brick
houses, a cloud of dust in her wake.
Her father, Nisar, is away picking tomatoes in the ﬁelds for 200 afghanis
($2.5) a day. He is their only breadwinner.
Her mother, Mina, is still mixing cement.
Mina expects it will be a long time before her home is in one piece again.
She’s rebuilding bit by bit, buying cement bags for the equivalent of $1 whenever she can. She has accumulated some
100,000 afghanis ($1,100) in debt to relatives and friends.
The family returned home just a month
ago. Only one of the house’s four rooms
was usable. Walls are still riddled with
bullet holes.
They had ﬂed more than 11 years earlier, moving to the other side of the village
where it was safer. Their home was too
dangerous, located on a strategic incline
overlooking Highway One, which connects Kabul to the south and was a hotbed
of insurgent activity throughout the war.
She remembers standing out in the
cold as American troops inspected their
house for insurgents. By 2007, ambushes
of army convoys on the highway became
frequent. Many times, Mina saw army
tanks burst into ﬂames from her kitchen
window. She has lost two brothers-inlaw.
The ruins of an army checkpoint lie
above Mina’s home. The Afghan army
held it for 18 years, until the Taliban took
over the area decisively two years ago.
Mina has made slow progress with the
house but fears what will happen as temperatures drop and market prices rise.
Afghanistan is grappling with an economic crisis after the U.S. froze Afghan
assets in line with international sanctions
against the Taliban. Foreign aid that once
accounted for 75% of state expenditure
has also paused.
Mina has six children and they all need
to be fed, she said.
Everyone who has returned has a similar story.
“You won’t ﬁnd one person in this
village who is in a good situation,” said
Mahmad Rizak, 38, standing outside his
home with a face ﬂecked with cement.
Food shortages are taking a toll. The
Mohammed Khan Hospital, the only one
in the district, is struggling with a rising
number of malnourished newborns wailing in the maternity ward.
In the surgical ward, an unusual museum of mementos hangs on the wall. It
consists of bullets and kidney stones removed from patients — the ﬁrst from the
war, the second from poor water quality.
“Tells you everything about this
place,” said Dr. Gul Makia.
Drought has decimated the harvest,
leaving many whose lives revolve around
tilling the earth and raising livestock with
no means to make a living.
When October ends, so does tomatopicking season, and Nisar will be out of
work.
He joins his wife in mixing cement.
He points to the room once occupied
by Afghan soldiers, and then Taliban insurgents after them. “My daughter will
become a teacher one day, and we will
make this into a school for her to educate
other girls.”
“She will be our pride,” he said. (AP)

MoE to pay KD60m
in excellent award
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: The Finance
Sector of the Ministry of Education
said approximately 60 million dinars
will be disbursed in the form excellent
work award to 92,000 teachers and
administrators for the academic year
2020-2021, reports Al-Qabas daily.
Reliable sources said some banks
have already deposited the reward
money in the accounts of some beneﬁciaries and the rest of the banks were to
follow Thursday.
The sources indicated the Ministry
of Education will open the door for accepting grievances electronically next
Sunday (Nov 14) if any until over two
months, from the more than 25,000
non-eligible employees.
Meanwhile, the directors of Kuwaiti and Emirati civil aviation departments held a coordination meeting in
Kuwait on Wednesday to put in place
a time frame to facilitate the full return
of air transport services between the
two countries in accordance with the
2015 air transport agreement, reports
Al-Rai daily.
The meeting was attended by the
Emirati ambassador to Kuwait Dr.
Matar Hamid Al Neyadi, and DirectorGeneral of the Emirates Aviation Authority, Muhammad Saif Al Suwaidi,
and the Kuwaiti side was represented
by Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ali, DirectorGeneral of the Directotate-General of
Civil Aviation, Engineer Yousef Suleiman Al-Fawzan.

Late session buying spurt lifts stocks into green area
By John Mathews
Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Kuwait stocks pulled
higher on Thursday helped by a late session buying spurt. The All Shares Index wrapped up the
week with a 25.60 pts jump to 7,318 points paced
by heavyweights even as the overall mood remained ﬁckle.
The Premier Market rallied 39.14 points to
7,926.43 pts taking the month’s gains to 238
points whereas Main Market gave up 5.04 pts.
The BK Main 50 slipped 11.66 pts to 6,322.18
points. The volume turnover meanwhile dropped
following last session’s modest rebound. Over
433 million shares changed hands – down 12 percent from the day before.
The sectors closed mostly in the green turf.
Telecommunications sector outpaced the rest
with 0.81 percent gain whereas Health Care shed
0.72 pct, the worst performer of the day. Volume
wise, Financial Services topped with 141 million
shares and Banking sector was ahead in value
with KD 24.1 million shares.
Among the standouts, National Bank of Kuwait rallied 10 ﬁls on back of 5.4 million shares
to KD 1.050 extending its gains from last session
while Gulf Bank climbed 5 ﬁls to 260 ﬁls after
pushing over 20 million shares. Boubyan Bank
scaled 11 ﬁls and Mabanee Co added 3 ﬁls paring
the month’s losses to 31 ﬁls. NAPESCO sprinted
18 ﬁls to 868 ﬁls.
Zain climbed 6 ﬁls to 603 ﬁls on back of 7.7

million shares whereas Ooredoo stood pat at 665
ﬁls. stc rose 3 ﬁls to 862 ﬁls and logistics major
Agility scaled 7 ﬁls after pushing over 4 million
shares and is up 33 ﬁls month-to-date. Mezzan
Holding fell 2 ﬁls to 618 ﬁls and Aznour inched
1 ﬁl up to 244 ﬁls. Boursa Kuwait Securities Co
skidded 49 ﬁls to KD 2.025.
The market opened ﬁrm and moved sideways
in early trade. The main index drifted lower amid
selling in some of the counters and plumbed the
day’s lowest level of 7269 pts past the mid-session. It pivoted north thereafter and rose sharply
in the ﬁnal minutes to close with modest gain.
Top gainer of the day, Unicap climbed 5.79
percent to 85.9 ﬁls while OSOS Holding scaled
5.17 pct to stand next. Al Manar skidded 5 percent, the steepest decliner of the day and AAN
topped the volume with KD 47 million shares.
National Investment Co was unchanged at 242
ﬁls and KIPCO gave up 3 ﬁls with a volume of
over 3 million. Kuwait Financial Centre (Markaz)
slipped 5 ﬁls to 198 ﬁls and Noor Financial Centre slid 12 ﬁls to 366 ﬁls. Salhia Real Estate Co
dropped 6 ﬁls to 581 ﬁls while Tamdeen Real Estate closed 3 ﬁls in red.
National Industries Group rose 4 ﬁls to 294 ﬁls
after moving 7.3 million shares and Gulf Cable dialed up 2 ﬁls. Jazeera Airways retreated 4 ﬁls to
KD 1.220 erasing Wednesday’s gain while ALAFCO scaled 8 ﬁls before ending at 254 ﬁls. Boubyan
Petrochemical Co fell 3 ﬁls to 927 ﬁls whereas
Qurain Petrochemical Co held ground at 378 ﬁls.
Advanced Technology Co slid 19 ﬁls to 510 ﬁls.

In the banking sector, Kuwait Finance House
was ﬂat 847 ﬁls after pushing 7.9 million shares
whereas Burgan Bank clipped 1 ﬁl. Kuwait International Bank was unchanged at 226 ﬁls. Warba
Bank rose 3 ﬁls to 300 ﬁls whereas Ahli United
Bank BSC stood pat at 294 ﬁls.
Kuwait Cement Co dropped 6 ﬁls to 248 ﬁls
whereas Kuwait Portland Cement and Metal and
Recycling Co paused at KD 1.014 and 109 ﬁls
respectively. Kuwait Foundry Co slipped 13 ﬁls
to 364 ﬁls and ACICO Industries gave up 4 ﬁls.
HEISC was down 9 ﬁls at 475 ﬁls and Hilal Cement Co tripped 1 ﬁl. Equipment Holding closed
3.2 ﬁls at 66.9 ﬁls.
Kuwait National Cinema Co climbed 10 ﬁls
to 900 ﬁls and Warba Capital added 3 ﬁls. NCCI
took in 1 ﬁl while Educational Holding dialed up
2 ﬁls to close at 700 ﬁls. Kuwait Hotels ticked
0.1 ﬁl up to 92.5 ﬁls and Safat Energy trimmed
0.6 ﬁl. Sultan Centre sprinted 11 ﬁls to 256 ﬁls
extending and identical gain in the previous session whereas Arabi Holding shed 8 ﬁls. Burgan
Company For Well Drilling added 1 ﬁl.
Kuwait and Gulf Links Transport Co fell 3
ﬁls to 82.9 ﬁls whereas Automated Systems Co
paused at 108 ﬁls. KCPC slipped 4 ﬁls to 529
ﬁls and OSOS Holding climbed 6 ﬁls to 122 ﬁls.
United Projects Co gained 7 ﬁls and IFA Hotels
and Resorts took in 0.2 ﬁl on back of 3.4 million
shares. Combined Group Contracting Co rose 3
ﬁls to 372 ﬁls and Egypt Kuwait Holding paced 6
ﬁls. Inovest BSC paused at 111 ﬁls.
The market was largely upbeat during the
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week. The main index closed higher in four of the
ﬁve sessions scaling 117 points week-on-week.
It has rallied 211 points so far during the month
and is up 1,772 points year-to-date.

Why ‘front-liners’ not
paid bonuses till now?
Artefacts missing from museum?
By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Arab Times Staff

KUNA photo

Undersecretary of the Kuwait National Guard (KNG) Lieutenant-General Hashim Al-Rifai holds
talks with the visiting Chief of Staff of the Pakistani Navy, Lieutenant-General Mohammad Amjad
Khan Niazi and his team.

KNG, Pakistan Army seek boost in ties
Undersecretary of the Kuwait National Guard
(KNG) Lieutenant-General Hashim Al-Rifai discussed with the Chief of Staff of the Pakistani
Navy, Lieutenant-General Mohammad Amjad
Khan Niazi, on Wednesday aspects of joint cooperation between the two sides.
The Kuwait National Guard said in a press statement that the two sides discussed in the meeting
ways to enhance bilateral relations between the
two countries and joint military cooperation by
holding training courses for National Guard members and joint exercises with the Thunderbolt, the
Special Forces and the Pakistani Navy.
Al-Rifai expressed his aspiration to enhance

military cooperation between the National Guard
and the Pakistani Army in light of the distinguished relations between the State of Kuwait
and the friendly Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
through the exchange of experiences, visits and
participation in military and security exercises and
courses.
He expressed his happiness at the Pakistani
delegation’s visit to the country, conveying to
them the greetings of His Highness Sheikh Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Head of the National Guard and
Deputy Chief of the National Guard, retired Lieutenant-General Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. (KUNA)

Citizens criticize MPW indifference

Preparations lacking for the rainy season
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Social media has been
buzzing this week with a number of complaints from
citizens who expressed their anger at the poor level of
preparation of the Ministry of Public Works prior to
the rainy season. They posted short videos of the ﬂaws
they encountered, reports Al-Qabas daily.
One of the citizens posted a video of the rainwater
drainage near his house, which is located in Salwa,
Block 7. Despite its maintenance the previous day,
the bitumen that was poured was not installed, which
means the recurrence of the ﬂying gravel phenomenon.
He said he wondered about the situation in the event
of rain, if this is the situation of the bitumen after one
day of spreading it.
The citizen expressed his fear that it will cause
damage to lives and properties in the coming days.
Meanwhile, another citizen Fadhel Asad posted a video of the cracks on the bridge linking the
Maghreb Expressway and the Fifth Ring Road located near the control center of the Ministry of Electricity and Water.
The video showed the presence of large concrete
blocks due to the deterioration of the separator, which
necessitated the videographer to collect them and put
them on the side of the road so that no one will be
harmed, or their property will not be damaged.
He stressed the need to hold the ofﬁcials of the
Ministry of Public Works and the Public Authority
for Road and Land Transportation (PART) accountable.
Also, a number of citizens complained about the presence of numerous potholes on various highways, which
causes continuous damage and threatens a repetition of
the recent disaster related to the death of a Kuwaiti citizen when a part of a manhole blew up and hit him.
Regarding the last complaint, the Ministry of Public Works announced, through its ofﬁcial social media
account, that it will ﬁx the defect of the bridge joints
and prepare the place as required after receiving the
complaint.

Index on rights ’21

Kuwait fourth in Gulf
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Kuwait fell 43 places below to rank fourth in the Gulf and 91 globally on the
‘We are the World’ UN index for 2021, which measures women’s and children’s rights, reports Al-Rai
daily.
The rankings are issued by ‘ReliefWeb’, a service
unit of the United Nations Ofﬁce for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
The index measures the level of rights and integration of children, adolescents and women in society,
based on the foundations of health, education, economy and society.
The report also ranks countries according to 5 inclusion categories, starting with ‘good inclusion’ and
ending with very severe exclusion.
Kuwait came within the category of ‘insufﬁcient
inclusion’ for women and children, along with Qatar, Oman, Libya, Tunisia, Bahrain, Lebanon, Algeria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Palestine and
Morocco.
The report stated that, in general, in every country,
if there is economic growth without broad and deep
social reforms, there is a conﬂict between ‘male’ and
‘female’ power, as is the case in Kuwait, Brazil and
South Africa.
Kuwait came very late in the political representation of women, as it was among the lowest 5 countries in the world in terms of the percentage of women in parliament (number of seats for women).
The report added that despite the high per capita
GDP in Kuwait of $32,000, the country lags behind
in the women and children index, and ranked 46th
globally in social progress.

More time given to complete housing project
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: According to the monthly
report of the Public Authority for Housing Welfare
(PAHW), the period for completion, construction and
maintenance of 20 vertical housing buildings that include
390 apartments in the residential city of Sabah Al-Ahmad
has been extended until February 28, 2022. The project
was supposed to be completed in October, but the actual
completion rate of the project reached approximately 68
percent by the end of August, reports Al-Anba daily.
The report also revealed that the period for the completion, construction and maintenance of 40 vertical
housing buildings with 720 apartments, as well as ser-

vices work for all buildings in the investment suburb
of the city, has been extended to January 31, 2022 due
to delay in completion as well. These works were supposed to be received on June 10, and the actual achievement rate as of the end of August was 79.32 percent.
The report indicated that the activities related to
the construction, completion and maintenance of the
surface asphalt layer and related items in Sector B of
contract No. 1422 have been delayed, as the actual
completion rate of the project reached 21.51 percent,
and it is supposed to be 37.82 percent. The project will
be delivered in June 2022.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11:
MP Mubarak Al-Arow has
forwarded queries to Minister of Oil and Higher Education Dr Muhammad Al-Fares
about the alleged dismissal of
a Bedoun student from an undisclosed school due to delayed
payment of fees.
If this is true, he wants to know the
measures taken regarding the issue;
considering the school’s action contravenes humanitarian principles and
caused moral damage to a six-year old
girl. He also inquired when the girl will
return to school.
MP Bader Muhannad Al-Sayer asked
Minister of Finance and Minister of State
for Economic and Investment Affairs
Khalifa Hamada why the frontline incentive has not been paid to the beneﬁciaries
until now, even if the Civil Service Commission (CSC) already veriﬁed the list of
beniﬁciaries in every institution. He wants
to know if the money was handed over
to any of the public institutions and ministries. If yes, he demanded for the list of
these entities.
Al-Sayer also forwarded queries to
Minister of Information and Culture and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Badah Al-Mutairi regarding
the disappearance of several artifacts from
Kuwait Museum. He requested for copies
of the reports of the fact-ﬁnding committees tasked to investigate the issue since
2019. He inquired about the names and
positions of the members of these committees, and why the ministry did not inform
the State Security Department about the
incident in order to start the search for the
missing artifacts.
He also asked Hamada about the verdict
that the Court of Appeals issued in July
2021, convicting the secretary general and
board chairman of Jahra Sports Club of
forging the minutes of the meetings of the
Board of Directors.
He wants to know if the board membership of the secretary general and chairman
was annulled for committing a betrayal of
trust crime. He pointed out that according to the court’s decision, the minutes of
the meetings held for three months were

declared null and void due to the forgery. Under such circumstances, the board
is considered resigned as it did not hold
meetings for such period, he added.
He inquired if the general assembly of
the club was convened to appoint ﬁve interim board members to manage the club
until the election of a new board.
MP Abdullah Al-Mudaf forwarded queries to Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Justice and Minister of State for Nazaha
Enhancment Abdullah Al-Rumi about the
number of variation orders in the public
tenders referred to the Central Agency for
Public Tenders since 2010 till date, as well
as the number and total value of approved
variation orders.
He asked Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Muhammad
about the number of court verdicts issued
in favor of public institutions and ministries in ﬁnancial cases including compensation since 2010 till date and amount
collected compared to the total amount
due.
He inquired if free Internet service will
be provided to the houses of senior ofﬁcials at the Secretariat General of the
Council of Ministers. If yes, how much is
the annual cost and justiﬁcation for providing such service, considering the government is keen on rationalizing expenditures
while the fee for the service is reasonable
and will not burden the ofﬁcials.
He forwarded queries to State Minister
for Municipality and Housing Affairs and
Urban Development Shaya Abdulrahman
Al-Shaya about the number and value of
compensation and ﬁnancial dues for Kuwait according to court decisions issued
from 2010 till date, amount collected compared to the total amount due, amount of
compensation stipulated in court decisions
in favor of Kuwait Municipality within
the same period, how much has been collected so far, and the number and amount
of compensation stipulated in court decisions against the Municipality.
Moreover, MP Fayez Al-Jomhour submitted a proposal for the ministries of
Education, Awqaf and Islamic Affairs to
reduce the years of work experience condition for certain leadership posts including the directors of educational districts
and general supervisors.
He argued it is illogical to require a
longer period of experience for such posts
than that of higher positions like the assistant undersecretary and undersecretary.
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Asian confesses spreading ‘ransom’
viruses in Kuwait & other countries
‘Suspect’s movements, phones monitored for over 8 months’
KUWAIT CITY, Nov
11: Personnel from the
Criminal Investigation
Department (Cybercrime) as part of an
international operation
called ‘Gold Dust’ have
arrested a 21-year-old
Asian, a university student and member of a
7-man
international
gang for spreading
‘ransom’ viruses in a
number of countries,
including Kuwait, reports Al-Anba daily.

National Day greetings sent

HH Amir congratulates Angola
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11, (KUNA): His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf AlAhmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Thursday
sent a cable of congratulations to Angolan
President Joao Manuel Loureno on the
occasion of his country’s National Day.
In the cable, His Highness the Amir
wished him good health and wellness

and further progress and prosperity for
Angola and its friendly people.
His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled AlHamad Al-Sabah sent the president of
Angola two similar cables.

The arrest came, the daily
said, after receiving information from Interpol that one of
the members of the gang was
residing in Kuwait wanted by
law along with other suspects
for spreading the virus in 16
countries.
KUNA photo

Ambassador Al-Dhaﬁri receiving Ambassador Morgan and the accompanying delegation.

Deputy FM hosts his Canadian counterpart
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Majdi Al-Dhaﬁri
hosted on Thursday his Canadian
counterpart Ambassador Marta
Morgan and her accompanying delegation, holding talks over

the friendly relations between
the State of Kuwait and Canada,
means of boosting these ties and
regional as well as international issues.
Ambassador Morgan praised the

State of Kuwait’s role with respect
of bolstering the world security
and stability and also expressed
gratitude for its help when Canada
evacuated its citizens from Afghanistan. (KUNA)

Move tied to upcoming spring camping season

Municipality launches ‘Keep it Clean’ awareness drive
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11, (KUNA):
Kuwait Municipality launched on
Wednesday an awareness campaign
entitled ‘Keep it Clean’ in cooperation
with the Government Communication
Center, on the occasion of the upcoming spring camping season, which will
start from November 15 to March 15
next year.
The municipality said in a press
statement that the campaign aims to
educate campers about the importance
of maintaining the cleanliness of the
sites allowed for the establishment of
spring camps and raising the level of
community participation to contribute
to preserving the environment by ap-

plying the conditions and controls of
the municipality such as moving away
from the borders of natural reserves
with a distance of not less than 500
meters.
It added that one of the conditions
and controls is also the prohibition of
carrying out any work that would damage or destroy the natural environment,
harm wildlife or prejudice its aesthetic
value such as digging in the ground or
paving the camp with asphalt or cement.
The statement explained that it is
prohibited to throw all kinds of waste,
dump it or burn it in environment, and
the license holder must transport it

and place it in the places speciﬁed by
the municipality and on the dates announced, in addition to the prohibition
of hunting, killing, catching, collecting,
harming or affecting all wildlife.
It stated that the campaign aims
to facilitate procedures for the camp
reservation and licensing mechanism,
payment of fees and insurance (Knet)
through the camp link on the ofﬁcial
website of the Kuwait Municipality.
The Municipality will designate ﬁve
locations of the mobile vending carts in
the identiﬁed camps, as well as the 15
locations of the food supermarkets of
the participating cooperative societies.

CID investigators said based
on international information
the Cybercrime Department
tracked the account of the
21-year-old Asian resident (a
university student), and through
further investigations, his place
of residence was determined,
and coordination was established with the 16 participating
countries under the supervision
of the Interpol, which set the
zero hour last Thursday to
arrest the members of the network, each in his country at the
same time and found malicious
programs, a large number of
fake e-mails and private
accounts.
During interrogation the
Asian is said to have confessed
to having committed some
electronic hacking crimes several years ago, and has been
referred to the competent
authorities to take legal action
against him.
It is noteworthy to mention
hear seven suspects who are in
custody, according to media
reports, have caused “about
seven
thousand
hacking
crimes” around the world with
software that encrypts the data
of their targets, and are said to
have “requested more than 200
million Euros in ransom” in
exchange for the decryption
key, according to the European
Police Agency.
A security source told
Al-Anba that the arrest of the
accused came with the cooperation of other countries, including Britain and Japan, in addition to the Interpol and Europol,
and after monitoring the suspect’s movements and phones
for more than 8 months.

KUNA photo

Different sizes of camping supplies are offered in the market.

Saffafir market ready for camping season
Saffaﬁr market -- a venue selling tools
made out of metals such as copper,
brass, and tin -- is bracing itself for the
upcoming camping season in Kuwait,
which usually begins in winter and
lasts until spring.

After a long hiatus caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, the market is
thriving with clients seeking the best
tools for their leisure time in the desert. (KUNA)

PAY launches competition

Mobile Youth Theater aims to attract
talents in acting, writing & directing
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11, (KUNA): The
Public Authority for Youth launched on
Thursday the “Mobile Youth Theater”
competition aimed at attracting theatrical talents in acting, writing, directing,
theater and literature in the six governorates, and incubating them to produce
an integrated national theatrical work.
Director-General of the authority,
Dr Mishaal Al-Rabee, said in a press
statement that the competition supports
Kuwaiti talents and provides a platform
that enables them to achieve their ambitions, enhances their spirit of innovation and teamwork, and opens the door
to competition for young people interested in theater, art and literature, acting, directing, music and cinema.
Al-Rabee added that the young contestants will be trained by specialists for
a period of two months in the Arts and
Media for Youth program.
After the training, the idea of the
play will be presented to applicants in
the ﬁeld of authorship to write it and
choose the best one to be the ofﬁcial
text of the play next March at the Youth
Theater Festival.
He explained that the theatrical work
that will be completed is a national
work that carries positive, inﬂuential
and purposeful ideas and will continue
to be shown after the festival in various
schools and theaters of youth centers
free of charge to the public.
He stated that the competition comes
in implementation of the national youth
policy aimed at empowering young
people and supporting them to achieve
leadership in all youth ﬁelds, indicating that it will contribute to revitalizing school theater, spreading theatrical
culture and raising the artistic sense of
young people.

Dr Mishaal Al-Rabee

He stressed that this year’s Youth
Theater Festival will be different in
terms of the idea and the work of the
participating teams, as its main idea is
based on the impact of theater on society, pointing out that the winning teams
and the mobile theater team will be
honored at the end of the festival.
He pointed out that the Youth Authority will launch the Lens Festival after the conclusion of the Youth Theater
and will be under the title “Lens on Music”, and these projects stem from the
authority’s belief in the importance of
culture and art.
Al-Rabee said that the competition
comes within the state’s development
plan 2021-2025, as it works on preparing integrated programs for youth
within the projects of the national youth
policy approved by the Council of Ministers and entrusted with the implementation of the Youth Authority.
He called on young people between
the ages of 14 and 34 years wishing to
participate to register in the Youth Mobile Theater competition through the authority’s website (www.youth.gov.kw).

Asian in police custody.

Call to add ‘Doctor’
title in civil ID cards
of Kuwaiti doctors
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Treasurer of Kuwait Medical Association Dr Muhammad Al-Obaidan
has called on the Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI)
to add the title, ‘Doctor’, in
the civil identiﬁcation cards of
Kuwaiti doctors who obtained
the Kuwaiti Board Certiﬁcate
from Kuwait Institute for Medical Specialties (KIMS) and its
equivalent without the need to
go to any other entity, reports AlQabas daily.
In a press statement, AlObaidan disclosed that PACI requires Kuwaiti doctors to obtain
an equivalency certiﬁcate from
the Ministry of Higher Education
proving the equivalency of the
Kuwaiti Board Certiﬁcate with
that of the Doctorate of Philosophy in order to add ‘Doctor’ in
their civil identiﬁcation cards.
He argued the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) acknowledges in all ofﬁcial letters that the
educational level of the Kuwaiti
Board is equivalent to doctorate.
He wondered why PACI requires
a certiﬁcate equivalent to the one
originally issued by the State of
Kuwait, and from an institute afﬁliated with the Ministry of Health;
considering the certiﬁcate is recognized throughout the world.
He urged PACI to make it
easier for doctors to put the title,
‘Doctor’, in their civil identiﬁcation cards and cancel incapacitating conditions; asserting they
have the right to put the title in all
of their identiﬁcation documents.

Door opens for online booking of shops

Enjaz Market opening to benefit SMEs
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: The Director-General of the Kuwait Municipality
Eng. Ahmed Al-Manfouhi said the Municipality plans to open the Enjaz Market in Al-Rai in January 2022, reports
Al-Rai daily.
Speaking on the tour of the area,
accompanied by the Deputy DirectorGeneral for Projects Sector Affairs
Eng. Nadia Al-Sharideh, and the Deputy Director-General of the Capital
and Jahra Municipalities Sector, Eng.
Faisal Al-Jumah, Al-Manfouhi said after his tour of the market -- intended
to attract entrepreneurs who own small
and medium enterprises (SMEs) – said
he listened to what the investing company had to say about the services it
will provide to the stores, the exhibition, and the ongoing events that will
be held.
He disclosed the Municipality has set
a symbolic rent of 55 dinars per store
in the market which has 114 stores and
will be given those registered on Chapter Five of the Social Security.
Al-Manfouhi added this market is
the second the Municipality has completed after Braih Salem, and the market contains exhibition halls to display
products and services of small projects,
in addition to its services such as parking lots, restaurants, cafeterias, toilets,
gardens, children’s games and other
services beﬁtting the project.
Al-Manfouhi indicated the investor
will provide many services within the
market, including holding free advisory
sessions for every inch of the project,
accounting and legal services, product
manufacturing services, advertising,
warehousing, cleaning and guarding at

symbolic prices, in addition to ongoing
activities in the market, including tennis
courses, various training courses and
events, the annual Injaz conference, the
competition for the best incubated project, and special events on religious and
national holidays.
In a related context, the CEO of the
Future International Company, Abrar
Faisal Al-Masoud, said the company
has opened the door for online booking
of shops in the market (for owners of
small projects).
He added this market is a great opportunity for owners of restaurants and
cafes since the rent is very symbolic.
Al-Masoud added, this site will be
the largest gathering of owners of small
and medium-sized enterprises in various ﬁelds, in all disciplines and with
their full services, including factory
owners, where the manufacturing and
sales service will be provided in the
same place, noting that the company is
a pioneer in developing the youth sector and entrepreneurship, and therefore
the market will be a place to gather and
highlight the achievements of youth,
as well as contribute to revitalizing the
economy.
Al-Masoud indicated that the ﬁrst
season will be with the opening next
January “Sports and Health”, and in
February the Culture and Arts festival
will be held, while in March it will be
the time for “Youth, Creativity and
Innovation” season, and in April the
Ramadan season, in addition to holding
exhibitions, awareness seminars and
various activities, including games for
children, while May will be dedicated
to women, beauty and fashion.
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‘Raising social awareness,
fighting crime top priority’
Police media dept wins praise
Other Voices

When do we know the danger?
By Ahmad alsarraf

f some party – not the MinisIhostage
try of Education which is held
by religious forces –
visited some schools especially
those which fall under the inﬂuence of these forces, they will
ﬁnd that loyalty is not to the
homeland but to other parties.
They will
find
religious
activities are
intensely
charged
with daily
ideological thoughts
through
sports acalsarraf
tivities,
awareness seminars and lessons and allowing those with
extremist tendencies to enter
these schools and give lectures
to entice students to engage in
partisan work and glorify the
biography of people such as
Al-Banna, Qutb and others.
The administration of these
schools also selects outstanding
students at an early stage, focuses on them and attracts them
to their afﬁliation to facilitate
programming their minds. They
also celebrate religious occasions in speciﬁc places in the
Abdali or Wafra farms or livestock pens in Kabd and spend on
their upbringing in secrecy and
silence.
All this and more came from
one of the students who they
tried to win over, and he responded at ﬁrst but he was
afraid of their plans next, so he
left them and decided to expose
their actions in an audio recording that went viral on the social
networking sites.
In this same context, it was
announced in the newspapers
that a center affiliated with an
extremist religious association
would revive its cultural season, and open registration for
boys from 12 to 20 years old,
which includes many activities and educational and sports
programs.
Intelligence sources also conﬁrmed, through a secret report
that the Arab Gulf region, and
Kuwait in particular, is already
facing fundamental issues, the
ﬁrst and most important of
which is the social and security threat posed by the Muslim
Brotherhood.
This group has been a part
of Kuwaiti society for decades,
and their power grew after the
liberation, despite their great

betrayal during the occupation
period. They also have a strong
presence in Parliament, and
they control several government
agencies through their aides, including education, and the majority of senior academic and
administrative positions at the
university. The group also has
huge investments registered in
the names of Kuwaitis.
The report states that, historically, governments have
shown tolerance and favoritism with the Brotherhood believing that they are easier to
operate and control compared
to liberal and civil activists
who seek real change, and
how the group exploited them
through the Palestinian cause
and refusal to recognize Israel,
and made it a way out of any
political crisis.
The governments realized that
over-reliance on them has proven to be a double-edged sword.
Being lenient with their public
demands makes it difﬁcult for
the government to keep pace
with their neighbors in normalization.
This leniency turned the
Brotherhood into a difﬁcult
party to control. They also increased their control after that,
and it was stated in the report
that they use the expertise of
their counterparts in Jordan,
who are supported by higher
government agencies.
It was stated in the secret report that the Brotherhood does
not inevitably plan for any coup,
but rather is content with extending its control gradually and
smoothly, and in that it receives
support, perhaps from external
elements, to be its puppets in the
future.
Last question: Hardly a month
passes without hearing about a
ﬁnancial scandal and major corruption in a religious institution,
and all of these institutions are
run by religious parties, so what
is the reason for their power?
Why do they not care or are
afraid of punishment like others?
Note: The prestigious Hotelier Middle East in the world of
tourism and hospitality has announced its Top 100 Inﬂuential
General Managers, and Mr Fahad Abu Shaar, General Manager of Sheraton Hotels Kuwait, is
on the list. Don’t these competencies deserve Kuwaiti citizenship instead of granting it to this
one and that one?
❑

❑

❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

KUWAIT CITY, Nov
11, (KUNA): Security
affairs news has become now an essential
part of raising social
awareness and combating crime, illegal substances, and prevention
of accidents, Director
of Security Media in
the Interior Ministry
Colonel Nasser Abu
Sulaib said Wednesday.
The remarks by Abu Sulaib
came during participation of
his department in a workshop
on the role of Security media,
as part of the activities of the
pavilion of the General Secretariat of the GCC at (Expo
2020 Dubai) in the UAE.
During the workshop, the Kuwait department presented two
working papers, the ﬁrst under
the title (the Experience of the
General Administration of Relations and Security Media in the
ﬁght against drugs) presented by
Colonel Nasser Abu Sulaib, and
the second paper on (the role of
the General Administration of
Relations during pandemic of
Covid-19) presented by the Assistant Director of the Public Relations Department at the Ministry of Interior Colonel Yousif
Marshad.
Highlighted
Abu Sulaib highlighted the
qualitative and technical shift
witnessed by the Kuwaiti Security Media Department, which
formed a prominent informative media window and a main
source for obtaining correct and
documented information.
Abu Sulaib pointed out that
the Security media strategy in
the State of Kuwait is based
on intensifying efforts to raise
social awareness about illegal
drugs, through extensive and
systematic media campaigns
spread to all media and social
media platforms.
In turn, Colonel Al-Marshad
spoke about the success of
the Security establishment’s
experience in addressing the
coronavirus pandemic, which
was and still is appreciated and
praised.
❑

❑

❑

Online poll sought: The Municipal Council’s fact-ﬁnding
committee has recommended
conducting an online poll
monthly to determine the citizens’ level of satisfaction over
the cleanliness of the country
and discuss results of the poll
every three months, reports
Al-Jarida daily.
The committee, headed by
Abdul Salam Al-Randi, referred the draft regulation on
public cleanliness, waste disposal, waste recycling companies, cleaning workers strike
and causes of repeated accidents to the executive body;
while it shelved the question
on cleaning contracts.

diwaniya
A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘No compromise ... we’re in need
of good strategic plan for Kuwait’
“THE heathenish Iraqi invasion of Kuwait revealed
Kuwait had neither a strategy nor plans to confronting
the foreign aggression,” columnist Dr. Khaled Mohammad Boodai wrote for Al-Qabas daily.
“However, even if there were written plans, it is obvious these plans were collecting dust in drawers and
this created a state of hesitation and confusion which
enabled the invaders to storm the borders without any
resistance, while the army on which the State had spent
a huge money in the form of training, arms and ammunition, remained trapped inside the
barracks, except for some individual initiatives from some military
commanders who moved without
military orders, but the move was
too late because the Iraqis were already inside Kuwait.
“We are not here to blame anybody, because the investigation
that was carried out regarding what
happened and the results were announced, but here, we foremost
Dr Boodai
wonder, do we have at the moment any strategic plan to encounter prospective dangers of various shapes?
“It is needless to say that the security of Kuwait cannot be a topic of compromise, because this represents
a fate of the entire nation and people who reserve the
right to live in safety and tranquility.
“However, if the relevant plans are already in place,
then they should be updated and modernized on annual
basis and deﬁne who is responsible to implement them
and the limits of his authorities.
“Likewise, the preparation process of the plans,
should begin now, because these plans should be
phased out, but if these plans do not exist or are updated, then this means we have not yet learned the lessons.
“Anyway, to make sure that the integrated strategic plans already exist within the joint responsibility
of the legislative and executive branches, the legislature, should ensure that these plans along with its integration and the enactment of the necessary laws that
might be required to get these plans duly developed
and implemented, while the executive power, should
be fully responsible for developing the strategic plans
in addition to their implementation.
“But if the security situation and dealing with the
prospective foreign risks have not been duly studied
and preventive measures not taken, then all what we
have built or we will build in future will be lost within
hours or days, because our forefront defense line after
God, will be our self preparations and the efforts of
our brothers in the GCC states for the sake of protecting Kuwait.
“As a matter of the strategic plans, don’t relate to
the prospective foreign aggression only, rather these
relate also to the internal risks and this entails that we
should be ready encounter the same and eventually nip
the sedition in the bud.
“Yes, we are in need of necessary tight strategic
plan for the protection of Kuwait and this should not
subject to any type of compromise, given the fact that
Kuwait has the necessary efﬁciencies which shall participate in developing these plans quietly and without
agitation and any type of anxiety among the Kuwaiti
individuals.
“But in view of the troubled conditions which currently prevail in the region, we need to place our country’s security at the top of our priorities. We pray to
Almighty Allah to help us.”

Also:
“Lebanon, the country which was once classiﬁed
as a heaven on the earth, an arena of freedom, and a
refuge for those who were ﬂeeing from the oppressive and dictatorial regimes, has been splintered today
into a group of small states controlled by an armed organizations in the name of saving country, but these
organizations are feeding on its miseries, and those
Lebanese who were able to rescue their country have
ﬂed and those who are disabled and with limited potentials, are reluctant to stay put,” columnist Mubarak
Mazyad Al-Mouasherji wrote for Al-Rai daily.
“Referring to what was said by the Lebanese Minister of Information George Kordahi against the Saudi
State under which he has lived and remained under its
shadow for a longtime, and made tremendous wealth
from has fallen out of favor. True what someone said,
‘if you honor the mean, he will rebel against you’.
“I would like to say here that what was said by Kordahi, was aimed at achieving something and pave the

way to reach to presidential chair in Lebanon and satisfy those who are currently involved in holding that
country hostage. Kordahi was hoping by insulting the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia he would satisfy the ‘renegades’ in Lebanon who are weapons and drugs trafﬁckers.
“But to put pressure on the Lebanese government
which was formed recently, will not be at the expense
of the Lebanese people represented by all sects and
doctrines, particularly since we know that some of that
some of the Lebanese are still hostages in the hand of a
heathenish force, as such assistance given to these people come from the Saudi, Kuwaiti, Bahraini and UAE
governments to prevent the remaining Lebanese from
migrating en masse.
“Meanwhile, I think this Gulf attitude in support of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the spirit of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and this means
that this attitude will bring Kordahi and his masters to
their knees and he will think ten times before he takes
his next move or rather level insults against the Gulf
states.
“In this connection, we still remember Al-Taif Conference which was hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
which resulted in ending the then Lebanese civil war, particularly since we know that this war, was on the verge of
destroying Lebanon and erasing it from the world map, so
the sane Lebanese must think more before insulting the
Gulf states led by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.”
❑

❑

❑

“We must ﬁx a defect in the private sector and
oblige it to bear its societal responsibilities, otherwise,
we must make peace with it quickly,” columnist Dr
Sultan Al-Salman wrote for Al-Jarida daily.
“Perhaps, it is more appropriate for one to ask this
way: Do we have an effective private sector that is responsible, meaning, bears its responsibilities towards
the individual, society and the State, or not?
“The economy of countries varies in type and
strength, especially if we study the economy in the
ﬁrst world where we ﬁnd various industries on top of
the pyramid. The private sector is naturally supportive
of the national economy. It serves as the wing of society. It helps the government sector and the citizens.
Accordingly, it becomes effective and productive. It
occupies an important position, but what is the real
situation of the private sector here in Kuwait?!
“According to a foreign report published in different
newspapers (June 2021), citizens constitute 85 percent
of the workforce in the government sector – around
354,000 – and the rest are in other sectors. This is an
imbalance issue.
“In the neighboring countries, the private sector
contributes 44 percent to the GDP of Saudi Arabia
and the 70 percent for the UAE. In Kuwait, the private
sector contributes only 27 percent of the GDP. It is
not surprising that neighboring countries develop their
capabilities and grant facilities to companies to fully
support the national economy. They also utilize a huge
proportion of national labor with job security rights,
which are almost non-existent in many countries.
“In brief, the imbalance in the private sector must
be addressed. It must be compelled to shoulder its social responsibilities, if not, we must make peace with
it soon.”
❑

❑

❑

“After the resignation of the government and the
expected formation of a new government, I hope the
opportunity will be ripe for the new formation to ﬁt
in the next stage to begin the real implementation of
reform that the country needs,” columnist Hamed AlSaif wrote for Annahar daily.
“This necessitates issuance of serious, important and
safe decisions for the future. It is possible by choosing
specialized technocratic ministers with experience to
achieve the following:
“First: Make difﬁcult decisions necessary for the
next stage.
Second: Establish economic and legal entities composed of technical men who are not related to any political, commercial or quota group in order to change
the path and give all powers to implement the future
road map.
Third: Present actual ﬁnancial statements, including
expenditures and income.
“They should have absolute freedom to formulate
and implement the future roadmap with honesty, justice and transparency and with the full support of the
next government.”

— Compiled by Zaki Taleb
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Red and Kris to host weekly elimination round

125 talented Pinoys audition in Pinoy Arabia ME ‘Sing Galing 7’
By Michelle Fe Santiago
total of 125 talented Filipinos who
A
wanted to take a shot in the Pinoy
Arabia ME “Sing Galing 7” submitted
their one-minute a cappella video and
sang their hear out.
Pinoy Arabia ME, the most listened to Filipino online radio in Kuwait launched on October 15, 2021
the “Sing Galing 7”- one of the biggest singing competitions in Kuwait
to mark the 7th anniversary of Pinoy
Arabia ME.
“We are very excited to see all the
fresh talents perform in the competition. We are now in the process of selecting who will move to the weekly
elimination. We will be releasing the
list anytime from now,” stated Red, the

Red and Kris to host Pinoy Arabia ME Sing Galing 7 weekly elimination round.

program presenter of “Red Hot List”
on Pinoy Arabia ME.
Red will be hosting the “Sing Galing
7” weekly elimination round together
with Kris, the presenter of “Dear Kris”
on Pinoy Arabia ME.
The singing competition is open
to all talented Filipino citizens or of
Filipino descent (mixed race); 18 years
old and above; a resident of Kuwait
with valid residence visa, of good
moral standing; did not win any grand
prize or runner-up spot in any of Pinoy
Arabia “Sing Galing” contests or did
not win any grand prize or ﬁrst place in
any singing contest in Kuwait.
“I can’t wait to see them perform
in the weekly elimination round. We
hope to see amazing and powerful performances,” enthused Kris.

The “Sing Galing 7” sponsored by
Ooredoo, Dukan, UTC, Dadabhai Travel and Asia’s Grill Restaurant, Milk Tea
& KTV, grand ﬁnals will be held in December at a venue to be announced later.
Prizes at stake are KD500 cash and a
round trip ticket to Manila for the grand
prize winner while runners up will also
get valuable prizes.
Pinoy Arabia ME now on its 7th
year continues to sizzle and conquer
the airwaves with its new programme
offerings to its listeners and more than
416,000 organic followers on Facebook. Broadcasting live from the Marina FM studio in Kuwait, Pinoy Arabia ME, since its launch on October
30, 2014 has generated a sensational
following and a great number of listeners not only in Kuwait but in the GCC

countries and beyond.
Pinoy Arabia ME fully supported by
the Philippine Embassy in Kuwait and
Filipino community organizations plays
Filipino and English current and old hits
24 hours with regular guests from the
Philippine Embassy and other visiting
Philippine government ofﬁcials. It caters
to Filipino community events and other
vital announcements especially at the
time of the COVID-19 pandemic. Pinoy
Arabia ME has become a reliable source
of information for Overseas Filipinos
and a venue of pure entertainment. The
Pinoy Arabia ME team is composed of
Maxxy Santiago, Ben Garcia, Mark the
Spark, Red, Kris, Robert Bulquiren,
Liaah and Erika and the latest addition,
Mark Neil, Julieciousa, Rosie, Lover
and Papa Jeth.

Two faculty members earn full professorships

AUK faculty promoted to higher ranks
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: The American University of Kuwait (AUK) has
announced faculty promotions for the
2021 promotional cycle, awarding
higher academic ranks to faculty members who have demonstrated excellence
in the ﬁelds of teaching, research, and
services. The promoted faculty members
have been recognized for serving invaluably to further the institution’s mission
and educate students using innovative
and modern pedagogy. Five faculty have
been promoted, with two earning full
professorships.
Dr. Andrei Zavaliy has been promoted
to the rank of full professor of philosophy
at the College of Arts and Sciences; and
Dr. Iyad Abu Doush has also been promoted to full professor of computer science
and information systems at the College of
Engineering and Applied Sciences.
Earning the title of associate professor are Dr. Katherine Hennessey, associate professor of English, and Dr. Angelica DeAngelis, associate professor
of comparative literature at the College
of Arts and Sciences.
Additionally, Ms. Sherrie Smith has
been promoted to senior instructor in
the Intensive English Program.
The AUK faculty is comprised of a
highly qualiﬁed group of international
academics experienced in the American style of higher education. There
are over 123 faculty members at AUK,
92 percent of whom have earned PhDs
or terminal degrees. With most class
sizes ranging from 17 to 24 students,
developing bonds between students
and professors is easy.
The American University of Kuwait (AUK) is an independent, private,
equal opportunity, and coeducational
liberal arts institution of higher education. The educational, cultural and
administrative structure, methods and
standards of AUK are based on the
American model of higher learning.
The language of instruction is English.
More information on the American
University of Kuwait can be found at
www.auk.edu.kw

A ﬂyer of the KTAA’s Fall Bazaar.

Aims to spread humanity

‘Khalish’ novel author Nazneen to
receive prestigious literary award
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Kuwait
based poet and writer, Nazneen Ali
will be receiving prestigious “Subhdra Kumari Chauhan Award” in a
high proﬁle literary function organized by “Guftugu Publication and
Literary Organization”.
President of the organization
Imtiyaz Ahmed Ghazi informed
that she will be awarded in recognition of her much appreciated
novel Khalish and other literary
achievements. The program will be
conducted on 21st November 2021
in Prayagraj, India and she will be
awarded by HE Ex-Governor of
West Bengal Keshari Nath Tripathi.
Besides being the Finance Manager at Bank Muscat, Kuwait,
Nazneen Ali has established herself as a proliﬁc Hindi and Urdu
poet and writer. She is the General
Secretary of the Writers’ Forum
Kuwait, President of MKM, Kuwait, Technical Secretary of Elite
Poetry Club, India, General Secretary of Hindagi Group, and has her
active presence and participation
in many literary organizations, TV
Channels, newspapers and other
media.
Her published Hindi Novel

A ﬂyer of the DAI’s weekly events. Participants need
to register ﬁrst in order to attend and secure a seat for
the event.
Below link for your reference: Lecture: ‘A for Apple’

presented by Dr. Mussaad Razouki; Link: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/208422506327; My Experiece:” ﻧﻘﺎﻁ
ﻭﺳﻄﻮﺭ“ ﻳﻘﺪﻣﻬﺎ ﺟﺎﺳﻢ ﺍﻟﻨﺼﺮﺍﷲ
Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208492776507

MCYM and BDK hold Joseph Christo Memorial blood donation

Nazneen Ali

Khalish’s Urdu translation is
currently under publication. She
is also the co-author of Hindi
Ghazal Book “Samkaleen Hindi
Ghazal”, part of anthology Navrtana II and other published books
and magazines.
Previously she was awarded
“Dinkar Poetry Award” by Maurya
Kala Parisar Kuwait. She aims to
spread peace and humanity through
her poems, articles and stories.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: The
Malankara Catholic Youth Movement (MCYM), the youth wing of the
Kuwait Malankara Rite Movement
(KMRM) Kuwait, in association with
Blood Donor’s Kerala Kuwait Chapter,
organized a blood drive to commemorate Joseph Christo, an active member
of the Kuwait Malankara Church who
died during the Covid pandemic.
The camp was also organized to
mark the 60th anniversary of IndiaKuwait diplomatic relations and the
75th anniversary of Indian independence. The camp was held at Adan
Blood Bank on Friday, Nov 5, from
1 to 6 p.m. More than 75 KMRMMCYM activists donated blood.
The camp was formally inaugurated
by Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath, Director-MCYM. He recalled that Joseph
Christo was a brotherly equal to all
church members and that his untimely
separation was an irreparable loss to
the church. He lauded the social work
done by the Malankara Catholic Youth
Movement (MCYM), the youth wing
of the Kuwait Malankara Rite Movement (KMRM), even during the Covid
pandemic.
MCYM President Anil George
Rajan chaired the meeting. KMRM
General Secretary Libu John, MCYM
Animator Alfred Chandy and others
delivered felicitation messages. For the
successful organization of the camp by

A photo from the event.

MCYM, Rev. Fr. John Thundiyath received the plaque of appreciation from
BDK Advisory Board Member RajanThottathil.
MCYM Secretary Fino Mathew
welcomed the gathering, and Thomas
John BDK thanked the participants
and blood donors. BDK activist Jitin
Jose coordinated the event. The camp

was organized under the strict regulations of the Kuwait Ministry of Health.
Certiﬁcates were distributed to all
those who attended the camp.
MCYM
Executives
Committee Members, James, Nobin Philip,
BinsuRijo, Rinky Ann Elias, RejiAchankunju, BDK activists Nalinakshan, Vinoth Kumar, SophyRajan,

Liny Jayan, Sreekumar, Martin and
Venugopal, led the camp.
Those interested in participating in
blood donation activities such as blood
donation camps and awareness classes
in collaboration with the Central Blood
Bank and need free blood donor services
can contact BDK Kuwait helpline numbers 6999 7588/5151 0076.

Event pays tribute to national poet of Pakistan

Pakistan Women’s Association organizes webinar on Iqbal Day
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Pakistan
Women’s Association Kuwait organizes Iqbal day webinar to pay
tribute to national poet of Pakistan
on Nov 4. A large number of women across the globe participated
in the webinar. Event started with
the recitation of Holy Quran and
nicely conducted by Aysha Irfan.
Nasheed was presented by Uzma
lodhi, Sobia Asim, Syeda Nadia
Muqeem, Sana Abdullah, Afshan
Qaiser, Robina Waris and Syeda
Waheeda Mujtaba Shah. Sobia
Asim and Aysha Irfan presented
poetry of Iqbal.
President Pakistan Women’s
Association Kuwait Mrs. Robeela

Ghazal delivered a comprehensive
lecture about remarkable contribution of Iqbal in the history of
the Muslims of subcontinent. She
stated that Allama Dr. Muhammad
Iqbal was a great poet, leader, philosopher and thinker. He was born
at Sialkot on November 9, 1877.
He belonged to a respectable Kashmiri family. One of his forefathers
left Kashmir and settled in Sialkot.
His father Sheikh Noor Muhammad was a pious and religious man.
Allama Iqbal inherited mysticism
and deep love for his religion from
his parents.
He wrote poetry both in Urdu and
Persian. His verses give reference to

A ﬂyer of Iqbal Day webinar.

the Holy Quran. It gives a sense of
spirituality and morality. In this age,
Muslims need to get guidance from
his poetry. He is our hero and one of
the people who laid the foundation
of Pakistan.
Allama Iqbal used his poetry,
mostly to awaken the youth of the
sub-continent. His poetry has a tendency towards Islam and the Holy
Quran. Many of his verses are inspired by the Holy Quran.
Iqbal, being a well-wisher of Muslims, tried to awaken them from the
deep sleep of negligence. He used
the power of poems and verses to
give Muslims of the subcontinent a
light of hope. He reminded them of

the achievements and standards of
their forefathers. Iqbal had extracted
the precious pearls of wisdom from
the depths of an imposing ocean of
divine knowledge “The Holy Quran
into his poetry.
He also wrote letters to Quaide-Azam to work for his depressed
nation. In his Allahabad session, he
gave the solution to the problems
of Muslims in the form of Two Nation Theory. He believed that Muslims are different in every aspect of
life from Hindus. He suggested that
Muslims should work for getting
their own homeland.
Iqbal was a great poet. The goal
of his poetry was to remind the Mus-

lims of their glorious history. His
poetry highlighted golden Muslim
traditions and achievements. Every
verse by Iqbal gave Muslims a wakeup call to regain their respect. It is
full of permanent national feelings.
Allama Iqbal died on 21st April
1938 due to severe throat infection.
May his would rest in heaven. May
his words continue to inspire young
generations to follow the path of
self-esteem.
At the end Syeda Waheeda Mujtaba Shah offered the prayer for entire Muslim Ummah. Mrs. Robeela
Ghazal thanked all the participants
and appreciated the team for organizing such a wonderful webinar.

ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12-13, 2021

INTERNATIONAL

7

Veterans Day
Lawmakers target GI Bill

Biden details efforts
to ID toxic air issues
WASHINGTON, Nov 11, (AP): US President Joe
Biden, whose son Beau was an Iraq war veteran, is
using his ﬁrst Veterans Day in ofﬁce to announce an
effort to better understand, treat and identify medical
conditions suffered by troops deployed to toxic environments.
It centers on lung problems suffered by troops who
breathe in toxins and the potential connection between rare respiratory cancers and time spent overseas
breathing poor air, according to senior White House
ofﬁcials. Federal ofﬁcials plan to start by examining
lung and breathing problems but said they will expand
the effort as science identiﬁes potential new connections.
Biden planned to travel to
Arlington National Cemetery
in Virginia on Thursday to
participate in a wreath-laying
ceremony and deliver remarks.
The new federal effort is
also designed to make it easier
for veterans to make claims
based on their symptoms, to
collect more data from troops
who are suffering and to give
veterans more time to make
Beau
medical claims after symptoms
such as asthma and sinus problems develop.
“We’re discovering there is a whole host of lung
conditions related to deployment,” said Dr. Richard
Meehan, an immunologist and rheumatologist. The
retired U.S. Naval Reserve ofﬁcer, who served in the
Mideast during the 1990s and again in 2008, is codirector of the Denver-based National Jewish Hospital
Center for Excellence on Deployment-Related Lung
Disease.
Biden has hypothesized about a potential link
between his son Beau’s death from an aggressive
brain cancer after returning from Iraq and his exposure to toxins in the air, particularly around massive
pits where the military disposes of waste by burning.
There’s no scientiﬁc evidence to suggest that link.
Beau Biden’s death was a deﬁning moment for Joe
Biden, one he said affected his decision to sit out the
2016 presidential race. The younger Biden deployed
from October 2008 until September 2009 as a captain
in the Delaware Army National Guard. In 2013, he
was diagnosed with a tumor, and he died two years
later at age 46.
Meehan, who is investigating the role of inhalation
exposures among military personnel who were deployed to Southwest Asia, said it isn’t only burn pits
that are the issue — the air quality in some countries
is so poor that troops would not be allowed to work
there under civilian federal workplace guidelines. The
center receives funding from the Department of Defense, along with private donors.

Problems
Meehan has worried that troops who came back
with breathing problems were being compared with
regular Americans to determine whether there was a
higher rate of lung illness. But those deployed with the
U.S. military are in peak physical condition and can
generally run faster and are stronger and more ﬁt than
average Americans. To come back unable to make it
up stairs without getting winded or unable to lift anything without breathing heavily is highly unusual.
“When you compare them to another group, you
have to compare them to another healthy, ﬁt group,”
Meehan said. “That’s one of the problems overlooked
in surveys that have shown no higher incidence of
cancer.”
The new rules will allow veterans to make claims
within 10 years of service, and the government has
changed how it determines what symptoms count and
why.
The U.S. military has been aware for years of the
health risks associated with open-air burn pits. In
2013, federal investigators found a military camp in
Afghanistan was operating a pit for more than ﬁve
years, nearly four times longer than Pentagon rules
allowed. The Defense Department has said burn pits
should only be used as a temporary last resort when
no other alternative trash disposal method is feasible,
still they persisted for years.
Meanwhile, for Veterans Day, a group of Democratic lawmakers is reviving an effort to pay the families of Black service members who fought on behalf
of the nation during World War II for beneﬁts they
were denied or prevented from taking full advantage
of when they returned home from war.
The new legislative effort would beneﬁt surviving
spouses and all living descendants of Black WWII
veterans whose families were denied the opportunity
to build wealth with housing and educational beneﬁts
through the GI Bill.
Since 1944, those beneﬁts have been offered to millions of veterans transitioning to civilian life. But due
to racism and discrimination in how they were granted
through local Veterans Affairs ofﬁces, many Black
WWII veterans received substantially less money toward purchasing a home or continuing their education.
The Senate bill was to be introduced Thursday by
Sen. Rev. Raphael Warnock of Georgia, the son of a
WWII veteran.
“We’ve all seen how these inequities have trickled
down over time,” Warnock said, adding that the bill
“represents a major step toward righting this injustice.”

Version
A House version was introduced last week by Rep.
Jim Clyburn of South Carolina, the Democratic majority whip, and Rep. Seth Moulton of Massachusetts.
“This is an opportunity for America to repair an
egregious fault,” said Clyburn. “Hopefully it can also
begin to lay a foundation that will help break the cycle
of poverty among those people who are the descendants of those who made sacriﬁces to preserve this democracy.”
Moulton, a Marine veteran who served four tours
during the Iraq War, said: “There are a lot of Black
Americans who are feeling the effects of this injustice today, even though it was originally perpetrated
70 years ago.”
“I think that restoring GI Bill beneﬁts is one of the
greatest racial justice issues of our time,” he said.
The legislation would extend the VA Loan Guaranty Program and GI Bill educational assistance to
Black WWII veterans and their descendants who are
alive at the time of the bill’s enactment. It would also
create a panel of independent experts to study inequities in how beneﬁts are administered to women and
people of color.
Lawrence Brooks, who at 112 years old is the oldest living U.S. veteran, was drafted to serve during
WWII and assigned to the mostly-Black 91st Engineer
General Service Regiment.
The Louisiana native, who has 12 grandchildren
and 23 great-grandchildren, always believed that
serving his country was the only way he could leave
behind his life as the son of sharecroppers, said his
daughter, Vanessa Brooks.
But after he was discharged in August 1945 as a private ﬁrst class, he did not realize his dream of going to
college, working instead as a forklift driver before retiring in his 60s. “He always wanted to go to school,”
his daughter said.

U.S. troops march during a joint full honors procession evoking the original 1921 funeral procession of a World War I unknown soldier, in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on Nov. 11. (AP)

Infrastructure
Huge win for working, middle-class people

Democrats sell infrastructure bill

Britain’s Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall,
Patron of the Poppy Factory, smiles as
a man tips his hat as she meets Veterans and representatives from the Armed
Forces as she attends the 93rd Field of
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey in
London, Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021. (AP)

News in Brief
Trump officials violated law: At least 13
former Trump administration ofﬁcials, including Jared Kushner and Mike Pompeo, violated
the law by intermingling campaigning with
their ofﬁcial government duties, according to
a federal investigation.
The report from the Ofﬁce of Special Counsel released Tuesday says the ofﬁcials broke
the law without consequence and with the
administration’s approval as part of a “willful
disregard for the Hatch Act,” which prohibits
government ofﬁcials from using their ofﬁcial
roles to inﬂuence elections, including supporting candidates while acting in their ofﬁcial
capacities.
“The cumulative effect of these repeated
and public violations was to undermine public conﬁdence in the nonpartisan operation of
government,” they wrote, adding that, “such
ﬂagrant and unpunished violations erode the
principal foundation of our democratic systemthe rule of law.”
The ofﬁce investigated ofﬁcials’ comments
in the lead-up to the 2020 presidential election,
including the Republican National Conven-

STILWELL, Nov 11, (AP): Trafﬁc
whizzing behind her, Rep. Sharice Davids gathered reporters at a transportation facility along US 69 in eastern
Kansas this week to celebrate the surge
of federal money headed in her state’s
direction.
The massive infrastructure package
passed last week means $2.6 billion
for Kansas roads — some of the largest investments in them since President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, once a Kansan
himself, supported the construction
of the national highway system in the
1950s.
“I think that a lot of us recognize,
just like President Eisenhower did,
that infrastructure is a key to long-term
economic growth,” said Davids, who
proudly declared herself a “born-again
transportation enthusiast.”
Davids is hardly the only member of
her party celebrating. With their narrow
control of Congress at stake in 2022,
Democrats across the country are donning hard hats and staging photo ops
near bridges to highlight long-neglected
public works projects set to spring to life
thanks to the more than $1 trillion plan.
tion, which was held at the White House in a
major break from historical norms. (AP)
❑
❑
❑

Dems call for censure: Ten House Democrats, led by the co-chairs of the Democratic
Women’s Caucus, said Wednesday that they
will introduce a House resolution to censure
Rep. Paul Gosar, R-Ariz., for tweeting a video
that included altered animation showing him
striking Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, DN.Y., with a sword.
In a statement, the 10 Democrats said Gosar’s posting “goes beyond the pale” and called
it a “clear cut case for censure.”
“As the events of January 6th have shown,
such vicious and vulgar messaging can and
does foment actual violence,” the Democrats

It’s an attempt to move past months
of inﬁghting between progressives and
moderates and unite around a shovelready approach to kicking the post-coronavirus pandemic economy into high
gear.
For Democrats like Davids, facing
tough reelection ﬁghts, the public works
bonanza may be their ticket out of political peril — a potential boon with moderate and independent voters who turned
against the party in last week’s elections
in New Jersey and Virginia and who will
decide races in most swing districts next
year.
“Now is the time to turn the corner,” said
New York Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney,
Democratic Congressional Committee
chairman. “There’s enough blame to go
around, but we have achieved a huge win for
working and middle-class people.”
Among those Maloney blames for the
current climate is President Joe Biden,
who Maloney says has failed to properly
promote what’s already been achieved.
“I think my colleagues on Capitol Hill
are desperate to follow the president, but
we need him to lead and he needs to use
that extraordinary voice that he has,”
said. “Violence against women in politics is a
global phenomenon meant to silence women
and discourage them from seeking positions of
authority and participating in public life, with

Pompeo

Ocasio-cortez

Maloney said, recalling Biden channeling his working-class Pennsylvania
roots on his way to winning that state
and the presidency last year. “We want
Scranton Joe out there explaining this
blue-collar blueprint to grow the American economy and we will follow him.”
The White House says Biden will aggressively sell his party’s legislative accomplishment. The president traveled
to the Port of Baltimore on Wednesday
to tout the package, though he acknowledged it would not quickly ease the rising
inﬂation or supply chain issues weighing
on the economy: “We still face challenges
and we have to tackle them,” he said.
Maloney said he wants more. He
called for Biden to use a nationally
televised address to cheer the measure, coupled with 25 visits around the
country for himself and an equal number for Vice President Kamala Harris to
promote popular public works projects
it will fund. Maloney also wants to see
House Democrats stage more than 1,000
of their own events to do the same,
backed by a $10 million Democratic
National Committee advertising buy to
explain the plan to the public.
women of color disproportionately impacted.”
The Democrats, including DWC co-chairs
Jackie Speier of California and Brenda Lawrence of Michigan, said they will introduce the
censure resolution Friday. (AP)
❑
❑
❑

Woman loses $700K in scam: Investigators are asking Uber for records as they investigate the theft of more than $700,000 from an
82-year-old Florida woman who apparently
fell for a “grandparent scam.”
Over the summer, the scammers convinced
the woman that her granddaughter was in legal
trouble and needed her help. They told her to
make withdrawals from her bank and hand the
money over to a courier, according to court records in the case. (AP)

Rivian rockets past GM to become 2nd most valuable carmaker
Rivian Automotive, a company
that has delivered about 150
electric pickup trucks mostly
to employees, has surpassed
General Motors to become the
nation’s second most valuable
automaker.
The California company’s
market valuation exceeded
Ford’s in its ﬁrst day a public company Wednesday. Its
shares rose 10% at the opening bell Thursday pushing its

Rivian R1T allelectric truck in
Times Square
on listing day, on
Wednesday, Nov
10, 2021 in New
York. (AP)

Market Movements
SAUDI
JAPAN
UK
EUROPE
UAE
EGYPT
SINGAPORE

-

Tadawul
Nikkei
FTSE 100
Euro Stoxx 50
DFM
EGX
Straits Times STI

Change
+41.43
+171.08
+44.03
+9.18
+34.02
+92.64
+6.75

Closing pts
11,898.94
29,277.86
7,384.18
4,358.00
3,140.98
11,573.14
3,238.07

11-11-2021
PHILIPPINES - PSEi
INDIA
- Sensex
PAKISTAN
- KSE 100

Change Closing pts
-44.03
7,331.65
-433.13 59,919.69
-281.70 46,348.18

valuation over $90 billion. That’s
greater than Detroit’s GM, one
of the biggest auto manufacturers in the world, which sold
more than 2.5 million vehicles
last year.
Rivian’s goal this year is to
produce 1,000 electric vehicles.
The company rolled out its ﬁrst
vehicle, the R1T electric truck, in
September and plans to launch
its electric SUV, the R1S, in December.

Ford is one of Rivian’s highproﬁle backers, having invested
a half-billion dollars into the
company in 2019. The other
is Amazon, which held a 20%
stake in Rivian ahead of the initial public offering.
Rather than focusing on the
number of cars it has sold, investors are anticipating vast potential for Rivian with the appetite growing for electric vehicles.
And Rivian’s soaring stock price

pulled almost all companies in
the EV sector higher Thursday.
Lordstown
Motors
Corp.
jumped 11%, Nikola Corp. 3%,
Fisker Inc. more than 8% and
China’s Nio Inc. rose 4%.
The exception Thursday is
Tesla which has dominated the
electric vehicle market for years,
amassing a market value of more
than $1 trillion along the way.
So far this year, Tesla has sold
around 627,300 vehicles. (AP)

Business

US budget deficit eases to $165b in Oct
Biggest hurdle economy faces remains inflation
WASHINGTON, Nov 11,
(AP): The US monthly
budget deﬁcit fell in October as the government collected more taxes from individuals and corporations
thanks to a much improved
economy emerging from
the coronavirus pandemic.
The Treasury Department reported Wednesday that the federal government posted a deﬁcit of
$165 billion last month. That was
42% lower than the same month
last year when it rang up a record
October deﬁcit of $284.1 billion.
At that time revenues were declining while spending to deal with the
impact of the coronavirus soared.
This October, the ﬁrst month on the
government’s calendar for ﬁscal 2022,
spending fell 14% from last year to
$449 billion, while revenues rose 19%
to an October record of $284 billion.
Treasury ofﬁcials said Wednesday
that the lower October deﬁcit this year
was attributable to more tax revenue
from millions more people back working, and booming corporate proﬁts as
the economy reopened. Last October,
there were still no vaccines and many
businesses suffered as people remained
holed up at home.
Tax revenue in October was also
boosted because those who ﬁled for
extensions had their bills come due last
month.
The decline in spending from last
October to this year was due in part to
a decrease in spending by the Department of Education related to coronavirus funding for public schools.
The deﬁcit for the 2021 budget year
that ended Sept. 30 totaled $2.77 trillion, the second highest on record. But
that was an improvement from the alltime high of $3.13 trillion reached in
ﬁscal 2020. The deﬁcits in both years
reﬂect trillions of dollars in government spending to counteract the devastating effects of a global pandemic.
Before the deﬁcit ballooned during
two years of a global pandemic, the

biggest deﬁcit had been a shortfall of
$1.4 trillion in 2009. At that time, the
U.S. was spending heavily to lift the
country out of a severe recession following the 2008 ﬁnancial crisis.
The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Ofﬁce expects the deﬁcit will
fall to $1.15 trillion in the current
budget year, which began Oct. 1, and
will dip below $1 trillion for three
years from 2023 through 2025 before
rising again above $1 trillion for each
year through 2031.
That CBO forecast does not include
the spending that will occur from the
recently passed $1 trillion infrastructure bill or other potential spending
measures in President Joe Biden’s
agenda.
The CBO projections are that the
deﬁcits over the next decade will add
another $12.1 trillion to the national
debt.
Although the government reported late last month that the economy slowed sharply to a 2% annual
growth rate in the July-September
period, that followed robust growth
rates of 6.7% in the second quarter
and 6.3% in the first quarter, gains
that had been fueled by vast infusions
of federal rescue aid. For 2021 as a
whole, economists generally expect
growth around 5.5%. That would be
the highest calendar-year expansion
since the mid-1980s.
Last week, the Labor Department reported that America’s employers accelerated their hiring in October, adding a
solid 531,000 jobs. That was the most
since July and a sign that the recovery
from the pandemic recession is overcoming a virus-induced slowdown.
The unemployment rate ticked down to
4.6% from 4.8% in September, boosted
by hefty upward revisions to hiring ﬁgures in August and September.
The biggest hurdle the economy faces remains inﬂation. The government
also reported Wednesday that consumer prices jumped 6.2% in October
compared with a year earlier, leaving
families facing their highest inﬂation
rate since 1990 and eroding the strong
gains in wages and salaries that have
ﬂowed to America’s workers in recent
months.

Growth forecast raised to 5% for 2021

Europe’s recovery faces hit
from ‘soaring’ energy costs
FRANKFURT, Germany, Nov 11,
(AP): The European Commission raised
its growth forecast for the year for the
19 countries using the euro, saying
Thursday that the economy was bouncing back from the worst of the coronavirus pandemic as people went back to
work in consumer-facing jobs.
However, the EU’s executive branch
lowered its outlook for next year,
warning that painfully high energy
prices would hit utility bills and weigh
on people’s ability to spend. The economy also faces obstacles from logjams
in supplies of parts and raw materials,
rising COVID-19 infections and other
factors.
The commission’s autumn forecast
raised the growth outlook for this year
to 5% from 4.8% in the summer predictions, while the 2022 growth forecast
dropped to 4.3% from 4.5%. For 2023,
it estimated 2.4%.
“The European economy is moving
from recovery to expansion but is now
facing some headwinds,” EU Commissioner for Economy Paolo Gentiloni
said in a statement.
He cited the energy price spike, rising consumer prices, a recent increase
in COVID-19 infections, and supply-

chain disruptions that are weighing on
numerous industries.
Despite the stumbling blocks it’s
facing, Europe had “virtually closed
the gap” with its pre-pandemic level
of output, with growth of 2.2% in the
third quarter over the previous quarter,
Gentiloni said at a news conference.
That is a milestone the U.S. reached
earlier this year.
Fewer restrictions on activity after the worst of the pandemic meant
people moved from unemployment or
government furlough support programs
back to work, the report said. The jobless rate of 7.4% in September was an
improvement over 8.6% in the same
month a year earlier.
Total employment, however, remained 1% below its pre-pandemic
level and was expected to surpass that
level only next year and move into expansion in 2023.
Europe’s rebound has been supported by extensive government assistance in the form of paying salaries for furloughed workers, and the
upswing should get continuing support from the European Union’s 807
billion euro ($925 billion) recovery
fund.

European Commissioner for Economy Paolo Gentiloni attends a press conference on Oct. 19, 2021 at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France. ‘The European economy is moving from recovery to expansion
but is now facing some headwinds,’ EU Commissioner for Economy Paolo
Gentiloni said in a statement. (AP)

In this ﬁle photo, people sit, drinking and eating at outside cafes and pubs
in Soho, central London, as coronavirus lockdown restrictions are eased.
The British economy slowed down during the third quarter of the year as
widespread supply chain problems hobbled the recovery from the corona-

virus pandemic, ofﬁcial ﬁgures showed Thursday. The Ofﬁce for National
Statistics said the economy grew by 1.3% between July and September
from the previous three-month period, with the health sector and the housing market being particularly buoyant. (AP)

Supply chain problems hobbled recovery from pandemic

UK economy slows down during Q3
LONDON, Nov 11, (AP): The British economy slowed down during the third quarter of the year as
widespread supply chain problems
hobbled the recovery from the coronavirus pandemic, ofﬁcial ﬁgures
showed Thursday.
The Ofﬁce for National Statistics
said the economy grew by 1.3% between July and September from the
previous three-month period, with
the health sector and housing market
particularly buoyant. The increase
was slightly below market expectations and lower than the second
quarter’s 5.5% boost.
The third-quarter result means
the British economy remains 2.1%
below where it was before the pandemic struck in March 2020.
Though the British economy is
widely forecast to grow faster than
other leading economies this year,
that’s largely because it experienced

the biggest downturn in 2021, when
it shrunk by nearly 10%, the country’s deepest recession in around 300
years.
As a result, the British economy
remains the laggard among the
Group of Seven economies. The
United States is the only G-7 economy to be bigger than it was at the
outset of the pandemic, according to
the statistics agency. Ofﬁcial ﬁgures
elsewhere show that France is nearly
back at its pre-pandemic level, while
Germany, Europe’s largest economy, is around 1% smaller.
Last week, the Bank of England
said the economy would not gain
back the output lost during the pandemic until the ﬁrst part of next year
after previously predicting a recovery by year’s end.
Over the summer, Britain witnessed an array of supply chain
problems tied to disruptions caused

Inflation could drop again next year

by the pandemic and Britain’s departure from the European Union. That
was evident in the recent long lines
seen at gas stations amid a shortage
of truck drivers.
The statistics agency said car
sales, in particular, have been hit by
a shortage of computer chips, while
construction projects were delayed
amid difﬁculties in getting materials.
Debapratim De, senior economist
at Deloitte, said “weakness in consumer-facing services, despite minimal social distancing restrictions
over the summer, and a contraction
in industrial production, highlight
that parts of the economy continued
to be blighted by the paucity of labor
and raw materials.”
Rate-setters at the Bank of England
appear to want to raise interest rates
soon to keep a lid on rising consumer
prices tied to supply chain problems,
high energy prices and other factors

tied to the global recovery from the
pandemic. The annual rate of inﬂation is running at 3.1%, higher than
the bank’s target of 2%, and is expected to edge higher toward the 5%
mark in coming months.
The majority of policymakers at
the central bank said last week that
they wanted to see how the job market was holding up after the end of a
government program that subsidized
salaries during the pandemic before
increasing the bank’s benchmark
rate from a record low 0.1%.
For much of the time the program
was in place, the government paid
80% of the salaries of employees unable to work because of lockdown
measures. At its peak, it helped support over 11 million people, but with
many workers returning to their jobs
after pandemic restrictions lifted, that
fell to a little more than 1 million at
the end of the program in September.

Jump in US inflation bites

Germany economic advisers Turkish lira falls to new low
Turkey, Nov 11, (AP): September to October.
cut growth forecast for 2021 ANKARA,
Erdogan has long been pressing
The Turkish lira slid to a record low
BERLIN, Nov 11, (AP): The German
government’s panel of independent
economic advisers on Wednesday cut
its 2021 growth prediction for Europe’s biggest economy to 2.7%, the
latest in a series of downgrades by
forecasters.
The panel’s new forecast was down
from the 3.1% it predicted in March.
It expected gross domestic product
would expand by 4.6% in 2022, with
the economy likely to return to its
pre-pandemic size in next year’s ﬁrst
quarter.
Germany’s recovery from the coronavirus pandemic is progressing more
slowly than originally anticipated
amid concerns about higher energy
prices and stubborn bottlenecks in supplies of raw materials and parts.
“We think the economic recovery
remains intact,” panel member Volker
Wieland said. “It is delayed somewhat
until the bottlenecks disperse bit by bit.”
A resurgence of COVID-19 infections also is causing alarm, though
German authorities want to avoid blanket lockdowns of the kind imposed
during earlier surges.
“There is great uncertainty about
how the economy will perform going
forward,” the economic advisers said.
“Renewed health policy restrictions or

for lower borrowing rates to boost
growth. Economists generally view
higher interest rates as a curb on inﬂation, but the Turkish president has
repeatedly argued that high interest
rates cause prices to increase.
Despite rising inﬂation, Turkey’s
Central Bank has cut the main interest rate by 3 percentage points
to 16% from 19% since September,
compounding a long run of losses.
Turkey’s ofﬁcial inﬂation rate hit
19.9% in October.
Earlier this year, Erdogan ﬁred the
previous Central Bank governor after he raised interest rates in a bid to
tame inﬂation.

longer-lasting supply shortages could
take a heavy toll on the recovery.”
They said, however, that inﬂation
could drop again next year following
an acceleration over recent months.
Ofﬁcial ﬁgures show that Germany’s GDP grew by 1.8% in the
July-September period compared with
the previous quarter. That followed
growth of 1.9% in the second quarter
and a 1.9% decline in the ﬁrst quarter. Factory orders and export ﬁgures
for September, the most recent month
available, were disappointing.
The German government also recently cut its full-year growth forecast to
2.6% from the 3.5% it had predicted in
April. Last year, GDP shrank by 4.9%.

against the U.S. dollar again Thursday after a surge in U.S. consumer
prices inﬂamed concerns over President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s push
to cut interest rates.
The lira dropped to an all-time
low of 9.97 against the dollar early
Thursday before settling at around
9.93 against the U.S. currency. The
Turkish currency has lost some 25%
of its value since the start of the year.
The lira’s slump came after U.S.
consumer prices jumped 6.2% in October compared with a year earlier,
the highest inﬂation rate since 1990,
according to the U.S. Labor Department. The increase was 0.9% from

OPEC basket price
rises to $ 3.69 pb

ADIPEC to kick off next week

VIENNA, Nov 11, (KUNA): Price
of OPEC basket of crudes rose by
USD 1.05 USD to 83.69 per barrel on
Wednesday as opposed to USD 82.64
on Tuesday, said bulletin of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries on Thursday.
Annual price of the OPEC basket in
2020 was at USD 41.47 pb.

ABU DHABI, Nov 11, (KUNA): Abu
Dhabi’s International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC) will
kick off next week, presenting the global energy industry with its ﬁrst opportunity to discuss the impact of the key decisions of the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26).
Held under the patronage of UAE
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed

Al-Nahyan, and hosted by the Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), ADIPEC 2021 is preparing
to welcome 32 government ministers
from around the world, said UAE news
agency (WAM).
Ministers will headline ADIPEC’s
Strategic Conference Programme of
talks, panel discussion and exclusive
leadership roundtables, it added.
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US stocks edge higher, Big Tech leads
Smaller-company shares outpace the broader market
NEW YORK, Nov 11, (AP):
Stocks edged higher on Wall
Street Thursday a day after
a surge in inﬂation tripped
up major indexes.
The S&P 500 rose 0.2% as of
10:18 a.m. Eastern. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average fell 83
points, or 0.2%, to 35,996 entirely
due to a steep drop in Walt Disney.
The Nasdaq rose 0.7%.
Smaller-company stocks outpaced
the broader market in a sign that investors were feeling conﬁdent about
economic growth. The Russell 2000
rose 0.9%.
Technology stocks made the strongest gains, led by chipmakers. Nvidia
rose 1.9% and Qualcomm rose 2.5%.
A mix of companies that rely on

direct consumer spending also gained
ground. Coach and Kate Spade owner
Tapestry jumped 7.8% after reporting
strong ﬁscal ﬁrst-quarter ﬁnancial results.
Health care stocks fell, along with
industries that are considered less risky
including utilities and household product makers.
Walt Disney fell 7.5% after reporting a slowdown in subscriber gains at
its streaming channel and weak ﬁscal
fourth-quarter ﬁnancial results.
Beyond Meat dropped 16.2% after
reporting a much wider loss than analysts were expecting.
The latest round of corporate earnings has been winding down. Weeks
of solid ﬁnancial reports helped the
broader market rise and reach a series
of records. Inﬂation concerns have
been rattling investors throughout the
week, however.

Boeing agrees to settle
with Max crash victims
NEW YORK, Nov 11, (AP): Boeing has reached an agreement with the families of the victims of a March 2019 crash in
Ethiopia of one of its 737-Max aircraft that claimed 157 lives.
In the agreement, Boeing accepted responsibility for
Ethiopian Airways ﬂight 302 losing control shortly after
takeoff from Addis Ababa Bole International Airport. The
plane nose-dived into a barren patch of land about 40 miles
(65 kilometers) from Addis Ababa. There were no survivors.
At the time, it was the second crash to involve a Boeing
737-Max aircraft in six months. After the Ethiopian crash,
US authorities grounded the 737-Max until Boeing could ﬁx
the plane’s faulty software.
In court documents ﬁled Wednesday in federal court in
Chicago, where Boeing is based, the company admitted that
its software was to blame for ET 302’s loss of control and
destruction, and that the 737-Max was in an “unsafe condition” to ﬂy. Boeing’s 737-Max were recertiﬁed to start ﬂying
again earlier this year.
The agreement does not involve monetary compensation
to the families as of Wednesday, according to court records,
but it does allow victims’ families to pursue individual
claims in US courts instead of their home country. The crash
killed people of 35 nationalities.
It allows Boeing to consolidate its 737-Max legal issues
to the US while allowing victims’ families to access the US
legal system, which is more equipped to handle such cases.
“This is a signiﬁcant milestone for the families in their
pursuit of justice against Boeing, as it will ensure they are all
treated equitably and eligible to recover full damages under
Illinois law while creating a pathway for them to proceed to
a ﬁnal resolution, whether through settlements or trial,” said
Robert Clifford, Steven Marks and Justin Green, the lead attorneys representing the victims, in a statement.

In this ﬁle photo, the Boeing Company logo is seen on
the property in El Segundo, Calif. Insurers for several
current and former Boeing board members will pay more
than $230 million to settle a lawsuit that accused the directors of failing to address safety warning signs before
two of the company’s Max jetliners crashed. (AP)

Every major index slipped on
Wednesday following a hotter-thanexpected inﬂation report from the Labor Department that revealed a surge
in consumer prices surged in October.
That report came on the heels of data
on Tuesday that showed inﬂation at the
wholesale level also surged in October.
The inﬂation concerns pushed bond
yields broadly higher on Wednesday,
though the bond market was closed
for Veterans Day on Thursday. The
yield on the 10-year Treasury stood at
1.55% as of late Wednesday.
Companies have been warning that
they are being squeezed by higher raw
materials costs and supply chain problems. Many have been able to pass off
those higher costs to consumers, but
that has raised concerns about higher
prices eventually prompting a pullback
in consumer spending.
France’s CAC 40 edged up 0.1% to

7,050.48 in early trading, while Germany’s DAX lost 0.2% to 16,033.55.
Britain’s FTSE 100 added 0.3% to
7,363.95. U.S. shares were set to drift
higher with Dow futures rising nearly
0.1% to 36,012.00. S&P 500 futures
advanced 0.2% to 4,649.75.
Asian shares were mixed Thursday
after a worrisome report on U.S. inﬂation that slammed into the bond market and knocked stocks lower on Wall
Street.
In Japan, where investors are awaiting an economic stimulus package
from newly elected Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, the benchmark Nikkei 225 climbed 0.5% to 29,255.02.
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 fell 0.6%
to 7,381.90. South Korea’s Kospi shed
0.4% to 2,917.44.
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng rose 0.5%
to 25,116.36, while the Shanghai Composite gained 1.0% to 3,527.62.

Women wearing protective masks walk by Japan’s Nikkei 225 and New
York Dow indexes at a securities ﬁrm Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021, in Tokyo.
Asian shares were mixed Thursday, after a worrisome report on U.S. inﬂation that slammed into the bond market and knocked stocks lower on Wall
Street. (AP)

DoorDash buys Wolt to expand in Europe as Q3 sales rise
DoorDash is buying Finnish delivery service
Wolt Enterprises, expanding its reach into Europe and other markets.
The $8.1 billion deal announced Tuesday
will bring DoorDash into 22 countries where it
doesn’t currently operate, including Germany,
Sweden, Hungary and Israel.
The combined companies will reach 700
million people, DoorDash CEO Tony Xu said.
“We believe these markets provide an opportunity to grow our international business
to multiples of what it is today,” Xu said in a
conference call with investors. “This should
allow us to invest and expand more efﬁciently

The DoorDash app is
shown on a
smartphone
in New York.
(AP)

than we could have done on our own and on
a faster timeline.”
Japan is the only market in which both
DoorDash and Wolt overlap.
San Francisco-based DoorDash Inc. was
widely expected to join forces with a European
ally in the highly competitive and rapidly consolidating delivery market. Amsterdam-based
Just Eat Takeaway gobbled up Grubhub in a
$7.3 billion deal announced last year.
Wolt has 4,000 employees, but DoorDash
wouldn’t say how many drivers make deliveries for the company. The company’s gross
order volumes hit an annual run rate of $2.5

billion at the end of the third quarter. By comparison, DoorDash said its gross order volumes rose 44% to $10.4 billion in the third
quarter.
Wolt co-founder and CEO Miki Kuusi will
run DoorDash International when the transaction closes, likely in the ﬁrst half of 2022.
Kuusi said Wolt has already conquered the
difﬁcult market of Finland, where there is low
customer awareness of delivery, high pay for
drivers and low density in cities, which makes
it harder to make a proﬁt.
“Every other country was a lot easier to do,”
Kuusi said. (AP)

Gap between yields of longer-term and shorter-term Treasuries is shrinking

The stock market is happy; the bond market is showing worry
NEW YORK, Nov 11, (AP): Things
look great across most ﬁnancial markets, with everything from stocks to
Bitcoin near record highs. That’s not
the case in the market often seen as
the most steady and sober of them
all: government bonds.
In the bond market, yield can be
thought of as what an investor demands to be paid for loaning Uncle
Sam money. Normally, the longer it
takes to get paid back, the more an
investor wants to be paid.
But now, the gap between yields
of longer-term and shorter-term
Treasurys is shrinking. It sounds
wonky, but such action has historically been a warning signal that the
bond market sees potentially tougher
economic times ahead. When such
movements get extreme enough,
they’ve been a somewhat reliable
predictor of recessions in the past.
The bond market is not close to
that extreme level, to be sure. Market
watchers are also split on whether
the reasons behind the movements
are merely technical and thus easy
to dismiss or indicative of something
more troubling.
Still, they’re sharp enough that
they’re worth watching, particularly
when other markets seem to be exhibiting such calm. One measure of
worry in the U.S. stock market recently touched its lowest level since
it was ﬁrst hit by the pandemic in
February 2020.
“It’s not all noise, there is some
signal in here,” said Brian Jacobsen, senior investment strategist at
Allspring Global Investments, of the
bond market moves.
One of the strangest things happening in the bond market is that a
Treasury maturing in 30 years is now
paying a lower yield than one maturing in 20 years. Usually, investors
want to be paid more to make up for
the additional risk that a surge in inﬂation could erode its value, among
other things.
This anomaly, called an “inversion,” is in a corner of the bond market that’s not as closely followed as
others. It also may just be a result of
some technical trading.
In other areas of the market where
an inversion has historically been a
predictor of recession, there is no
such anomaly. But the breathing
room is shrinking as yields converge
in what’s called a “ﬂattening.”
When investors sell bonds, the
price falls and the yield rises. When
investors are feeling more pessimistic about the economy’s long-run
prospects, they tend to buy longterm Treasurys, which pushes down
their yields.
Shorter-term yields have been rising on expectations that the Federal
Reserve may hike its key overnight
rate next year for the ﬁrst time since
2018. The two-year Treasury yield,
for example, has more than doubled
to 0.50%, as of Wednesday morning,
from 0.21% in late September.
With inﬂation high and the job
market gaining steam, investors are
pricing in a better than 50% probability that the Fed raises rates at least
twice in 2022 from their current record low. A report on Wednesday
showed year-over-year inﬂation at
the consumer level soared last month
to its highest level since 1990.
Longer-term yields, meanwhile,
move more on expectations for future economic growth and inﬂation
than on imminent moves by the Fed.
They have been erratic in recent
weeks, but the gap between them
and two-year Treasurys has been
narrowing.
The 10-year yield, for example,
was yielding about 0.99 percentage
points more than the two-year Treasury on Wednesday morning. That’s
a narrower gap than the 1.46 percentage point spread of roughly six
months ago.
A big reason is that yields for
longer-term Treasurys have been
dropping after adjusting for inﬂation.
That can be seen in yields for Treasury Inﬂation Protected Securities,
whose payments rise and fall with
the Consumer Price Index but are
currently offering negative yields.
The 10-year yield on such inﬂation-protected Treasurys closed on
Tuesday at negative 1.195%, a record low, according to Tradeweb.
That could be an indication that
bond investors are lowering their expectations for the economy’s future
growth and how high interest rates
will end up far in the future, as the
U.S. population ages.
At the same time, though, technical factors such as movements in international bond markets could also
be muddying the picture, analysts
say.

A television screen on the ﬂoor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the rate decision of the Federal Reserve, Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2021. As the stock market surges to record after record,
activity has dwindled to a nearly two-decade low for the traders known as short sellers, who make their money betting stocks will fall. (AP)

Streaming slows

Volatility remains biggest barrier to lending and spending cryptos

Disney returns From crypto to cash: Ways to bank your digital coin
things with cryptocurrency in a way
By Chanelle Bessette
to profit in Q4
that’s as stable or safe as with tradiNerdWallet
NEW YORK, Nov 11, (AP): The Walt
tional currency.
After
Twitter
poll,
CEO
Musk
ryptocurrency, the blockchainDisney Co. returned to a quarterly
And to spend your digital coin, you
C
based digital currency that has
proﬁt as it once again got a bump from
have to accept the risk that its value
the interest of investors and
reopened parks, but subscriber gains to
sells off $5bn in Tesla shares captured
could go up after you spend it, since
ﬁnancial service ﬁrms alike, has a
its Disney+ streaming service slowed.
your transactions are based on the reDisney had closed or limited capacity at its theme parks during the
pandemic, weighing on revenue. The
parks have all reopened, with Disney
World in Florida open since last summer and California’s Disneyland only
since the end of April.
Burbank, California-based Disney
on Wednesday reported that its net
income was $159 million in the three
months through Oct. 2, compared
with a loss of $710 million in its ﬁscal
fourth quarter a year ago. Earnings per
share came to 9 cents, or 37 cents after
one-time items. Revenue climbed 26%
to $18.53 billion.
Analysts polled by FactSet predicted
earnings of 52 cents per share, excluding one-time items, on revenue of $18.8
billion. Disney shares dropped 4.9% to
$165.98 in aftermarket trading.
The company ended its ﬁscal year
with 118.1 million Disney+ subscribers, up 60% from the previous year but
only 2 million higher than the previous
quarter and less than analysts’ forecast
of 126.2 million. It’s the lowest number
of quarter-over-quarter subscriber gains
since the service launched two years ago.
Disney CFO Christine McCarthy
said she expects “meaningfully higher” subscriber gains in the second half
of the ﬁscal year that started in October
than in the ﬁrst six months. Some analysts have warned that growth is lagging and Disney+ could miss its target
of 230 million to 260 million subscribers by 2024. Disney CEO Bob Chapek
on Wednesday backed the company’s
forecast in a call with investors.
The company has about 179 million
total streaming subscribers including
Disney+, ESPN+ and Hulu, and Disney says its streaming business is its
top priority as cord-cutting reduces
the viewing universe for traditional
TV networks. Still, Disney’s networks
business, which includes ABC, ESPN
and FX, brings in a lot of money $8.41 billion in proﬁt this ﬁscal year.
The pandemic caused changes to
ﬁlm operations at Disney and other
movie studios. Several big releases
were steered to streaming services like
Disney+ while many movie theaters
were closed or had limited capacity
due to COVID restrictions.
Disney has said recently that it is
returning to theatrical releases for the
rest of the year’s ﬁlms. Chapek said
Wednesday that the theater industry
is seeing some recovery. Disney’s
“Shang Chi and the Legend of the Ten
Rings” smashed the record for Labor
Day openings, earning $90 million
over the four-day weekend.

DETROIT, Nov 11, (AP): After
making a promise on Twitter, Tesla
CEO Elon Musk has sold about 4.5
million shares of the electric car
maker’s stock, raising over $5 billion.
The sales, disclosed in 10 regulatory ﬁlings late Wednesday,
amount to about 3% of Musk’s
stake in the company.
About $1.1 billion will go toward paying tax obligations for
stock options granted to Musk in
September.
Last weekend, Musk said he
would sell 10% of his holdings in
the company, worth more than $20
billion, based on the results of a
poll he conducted on Twitter. The
sale tweets caused a sell off of the
stock Monday and Tuesday, but it
recovered some on Wednesday.
The shares were up 2.6% to $1,096
in extended trading Wednesday,
and they have risen more than 50%
this year.
The ﬁlings also disclosed that
Musk exercised options to buy just
over 2.1 million shares for $6.24
each. The company’s stock closed
Wednesday at $1,067.95 per share.
The tax transactions were “automatically effected” as part of
a trading plan adopted on Sept.
14 to sell options that expire next
year, according to forms ﬁled with
the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission. That was nearly two
months before he ﬂoated the idea
of the sale on Twitter.
After the transactions, Musk
still owns about 167 million Tesla

shares.
Musk was Tesla’s largest shareholder as of June, owning about
17% of the company, according
to data provider FactSet. He’s the
wealthiest person in the world, according to Forbes, with a net worth
of around $282 billion, most of it in
Tesla stock.
Wedbush Analyst Daniel Ives
calculated that Musk has about
$10 billion in taxes coming due on
stock options that vest next summer.
The sometimes abrasive and unpredictable Musk said he proposed
selling the stock as some Democrats have been pushing for billionaires to pay taxes when the price of
the stocks they hold goes up, even
if they don’t sell any shares. However, the wording on unrealized
gains, also called a “billionaires
tax,” was removed from President
Joe Biden’s budget, which is still
being negotiated.
“Much is made lately of unrealized gains being a means of tax
avoidance, so I propose selling
10% of my Tesla stock,” he tweeted Saturday afternoon. “Do you
support this?”
Tesla does not pay Musk a cash
salary, but has received huge stock
options. “I only have stock, thus
the only way for me to pay taxes
personally is to sell stock,” Musk
tweeted.
Tesla Inc. is based in Palo Alto,
California, although Musk has announced it will move its headquarters to Texas.

Tesla and SpaceX Chief Executive Ofﬁcer Elon Musk speaks at the
SATELLITE Conference and Exhibition in Washington on March 9,
2020. After making a promise on Twitter, the Tesla CEO has sold
about 900,000 shares of the electric car maker’s stock, netting over
$1.1 billion that will go toward paying tax obligations for stock options. (AP)

challenging problem. It can be hard to
actually spend this currency like you
would regular money. But there are
new services on the horizon that could
help people use bitcoin and other digital coins in more mainstream ways for
their day-to-day ﬁnances.
Here’s a look at how to use these
banking-style services for cryptocurrency, as well as their beneﬁts and
barriers.
What Is Cryptocurrency Banking?
The term cryptocurrency banking could be considered a misnomer,
since the exchange companies and
ﬁrms that offer these services aren’t
technically banks, but it generally
refers to the ways in which consumers can manage their cryptocurrency
balances. At this stage, this kind of
banking mostly just allows people to
hold their funds in a digital wallet or
spend it like they would spend traditional money.
Beneﬁts Of Cryptocurrency
Banking
At this time, the main beneﬁt of
this kind of banking is cryptocurrency debit cards. They allow you to
use your digital coin balance like any
other currency to make everyday purchases or withdraw it as cash instead
of keeping it as an investment.
Before these debit cards were available, you could spend your cryptocurrency only at retailers that chose to
accept it directly or sell it in exchange
for dollars. Now, ﬁnancial technology
ﬁrms are partnering with chartered
banks and/or debit card issuers to offer these cards, using their partner’s
logistical and regulatory framework
to automatically sell your cryptocurrency behind the scenes, converting it
into dollars and allowing retailers to
accept it. This means that your digital funds are accepted wherever many
regular debit cards are.
Barriers Of Cryptocurrency
Banking
Perhaps the biggest barrier to lending and spending cryptocurrency is
how volatile it is. It’s the same barrier to investing in it: To hold cryptocurrency, you have to accept that “if
your coin falls, you could lose a lot
of money,” says Francisco AlvarezEvangelista, a research associate at
the Aite-Novarica Group, a ﬁnancial
services analysis ﬁrm.
Many banks rely on the stable value
of currency in order to lend, borrow
or earn interest on money, but it’s
not possible, at this time, to do those

al-world value of your coin as it exists
at that moment. For example, if the
value of your cryptocurrency doubled
after you bought a $5 sandwich, that
means it effectively cost you $10. But
the value could also go down, making
previous purchases a good deal.
Another barrier to consider is that
regulators are still evaluating cryptocurrency ﬁntechs. The US Securities and
Exchange Commission recently announced that it was going to potentially
sue Coinbase, one of the most wellknown exchange ﬁrms, for offering a
new lending product, and Coinbase has
since canceled the product launch.
Consumers should also know that
using a cryptocurrency debit card
is considered a taxable event by the
Internal Revenue Service, since the
cardholder is technically selling cryptocurrency as they make transactions
with their debit card. Some card issuers may automatically generate 1099
forms for their customers to use when
ﬁling taxes, but the consumer is still
responsible for keeping track of their
tax liability.
How To Try Cryptocurrency
Banking
To start using these kinds of banking services, you must ﬁrst purchase
cryptocurrency, such as bitcoin, litecoin, ether or any other currency that
you would like to invest in. Cash App,
Coinbase and PayPal are just a few
companies with apps that have made
it easier to purchase and sell cryptocurrency, even in small amounts, and
store it in a digital wallet.
If you want to spend your balance
easily, you’ll need to open an account
with a ﬁrm that offers cryptocurrency
debit cards and uses the kind of digital
currency you own. Coinbase, for one,
has a special debit card that lets customers spend any Coinbase assets they
own and earn cryptocurrency rewards,
but there’s currently a waitlist for new
customers. BitPay, another ﬁrm, offers
a prepaid Mastercard debit card that
customers can use to spend their digital
currency. There are others, but it’s not a
widespread bank offering.
In the future, cryptocurrency could
have the potential to be a source of
peer-to-peer loans, where individuals can quickly and securely process
loans to each other, according to research from CB Insights. It’s a huge
area of untapped potential but for
right now, the world of cryptocurrency banking is limited to a small
pool of players with some very new
products and services. (AP)
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Space
Space tourism milestone

SpaceX launch marks
600 travelers in 60 yrs
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., Nov 11, (AP): A SpaceX rocket
carried four astronauts into orbit Wednesday night, including the 600th person to reach space in 60 years.
The repeatedly delayed ﬂight occurred just two days after
SpaceX brought four other astronauts home from the International Space Station. They should have been up there to
welcome the newcomers, but NASA and SpaceX decided to
switch the order based on Monday’s ideal recovery weather
in the Gulf of Mexico and pulled it off.
“It was a great ride, better than we imagined,” mission
commander Raja Chari said shortly after the spacecraft
reached orbit.
The launch was just as riveting for spectators at NASA’s
Kennedy Space Center, as well as along the East Coast, as
the Falcon rocket thundered through clouds on its way to
space, turning night into day.
Germany’s
Matthias
Maurer
claimed the No. 600 position, according to NASA, based on his mission
assignment. He and his three NASA
crewmates should arrive at the space
station in under 24 hours, well over a
week late.
One of the astronauts - NASA isn’t
saying which one - was sidelined last
week by an undisclosed medical issue.
The crew member is fully recovered,
Chari
according to NASA. Ofﬁcials won’t
say whether it was an illness or injury, but noted it wasn’t
COVID-19.
Bad weather also contributed to their ﬂight delays. Chari
said trying to launch on Halloween left them with “a trick
instead of a treat.” It was also drizzling Wednesday night
when the four astronauts said goodbye to their families for
six months - with everyone huddling under umbrellas - but it
cleared up by launch time.
“Enjoy your holidays among the stars. We’ll be waving
as you ﬂy by,” SpaceX launch director Mark Soltys radioed
to the crew.
The list of 600 travelers ranges from those who have barely scratched space - like actor William Shatner last month to US and Russian astronauts who have spent a year or more
in orbit. This year’s surge in space tourists helped push the
tally over the 600 mark.

A medical worker holds a Corona rapid test kit in a test van in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, Nov. 11. Numbers of Corona infections are steadily rising again. (AP)

Coronavirus
Challenges loom

Commercial
That averages out to 10 people per year since Yuri Gagarin’s pioneering ﬂight in 1961, Maurer noted.
“But I think in a very few years, we will see an exponential rise of that one because now we’re entering the era of
commercial spaceﬂight,” he said after arriving at Kennedy
Space Center two weeks ago.
The crew launch marked SpaceX’s fourth for NASA and
the company’s ﬁfth passenger ﬂight overall - including a
September charter ﬂight for four that skipped the space station. The Dragon capsule’s toilet leaked during their three
days in orbit, necessitating a quick redesign of the ﬂushing system in the newest capsule, named Endurance by its
crew.
A balky parachute during Monday’s descent had
SpaceX engineers poring over the data, before giving the
go-ahead for Wednesday’s launch. One of the four chutes
opened more than a minute late, a problem seen in testing
and well within safety limits, but still being examined,
officials said.
As of Wednesday, Elon Musk’s company has launched 18
people in 18 months.
“Human spaceﬂight was the reason we were founded, so
it’s incredibly meaningful for the whole team,” said Sarah
Walker, a SpaceX manager.
The European Space Agency’s Mauer is one of three newbies on the crew. The 51-year-old was a ﬁnalist when he ﬁrst
applied to be an astronaut. Encouraged, he left his research
job at a medical company and joined the space agency as an
engineer, and made the astronaut cut in 2015.
Chari, 44, is an Air Force colonel and the ﬁrst space
rookie in decades to lead a mission to orbit for NASA. A
test pilot from Cedar Falls, Iowa, Chari accumulated more
than 2,500 hours in ﬁghter jets, including combat missions
in Iraq.
Also on board:
■ Dr. Thomas Marshburn, 61, will be the oldest person to
live aboard the space station and perform a spacewalk. Born
in Statesville, North Carolina, he pursued a career in emergency medicine, then joined NASA in 1994 as a ﬂight surgeon. This is his third trip to the space station.
■ Kayla Barron, 34, a Navy lieutenant commander from
Richland, Washington. She was among the ﬁrst women to
serve as submarine warfare ofﬁcers. Added to the ﬂight in
May, she’s No. 601 in space.
During their station stay, they will welcome two groups of
tourists. A Russian ﬁlm crew recently spent two weeks at the
station, making a movie.
The new crew will be joining three station residents - two
Russians and NASA’s Mark Vande Hei, who celebrated his
55th birthday on Wednesday.
“NASA and @SpaceX are lighting a big candle in the sky
for you tonight,” NASA tweeted before the launch.
That candle - the ﬁrst-stage booster - landed upright on an
ocean barge.

Mission
Earlier this week four astronauts returned to Earth, riding
home with SpaceX to end a 200-day space station mission
that began last spring.
Their capsule streaked through the late night sky like a
dazzling meteor before parachuting into the Gulf of Mexico
off the coast of Pensacola, Florida. Recovery boats quickly
moved in with spotlights.
“On behalf of SpaceX, welcome home to Planet Earth,”
SpaceX Mission Control radioed from Southern California. Within an hour, all four astronauts were out of the
capsule, exchanging fist bumps with the team on the recovery ship.
Their homecoming - coming just eight hours after leaving
the International Space Station - paved the way for SpaceX’s
launch of their four replacements as early as Wednesday
night.
The newcomers were scheduled to launch ﬁrst, but NASA
switched the order because of bad weather and an astronaut’s undisclosed medical condition. The welcoming duties
will now fall to the lone American and two Russians left
behind at the space station.
Before Monday afternoon’s undocking, German astronaut
Matthias Maurer, who’s waiting to launch at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, tweeted it was a shame the two crews
wouldn’t overlap at the space station but “we trust you’ll
leave everything nice and tidy.” His will be SpaceX’s fourth
crew ﬂight for NASA in just 1 1/2 years.
NASA astronauts Shane Kimbrough and Megan McArthur, Japan’s Akihiko Hoshide and France’s Thomas Pesquet should have been back Monday morning, but high wind
in the recovery zone delayed their return.
“One more night with this magical view. Who could complain? I’ll miss our spaceship!” Pesquet tweeted Sunday
alongside a brief video showing the space station illuminated
against the blackness of space and the twinkling city lights
on the nighttime side of Earth.
From the space station, NASA astronaut Mark Vande Hei
-- midway through a one-year ﬂight -- bid farewell to each
of his departing friends, telling McArthur “I’ll miss hearing
your laughter in adjacent modules.”

‘Strong’ start to kids vaccine campaign

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket with the
Crew Dragon capsule attached lifts
off Wednesday, Nov. 10, at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP)

Discovery
‘Pipelines’ offer climate aid: Two
companies seeking to build thousands of
miles of pipeline across the Midwest are
promising the effort will aid rather than
hinder the ﬁght against climate change,
though some environmental groups remain skeptical.
The pipelines would stretch from North
Dakota to Illinois, potentially transforming the Corn Belt into one of the world’s
largest corridors for a technology called
carbon capture and storage.
Environmental activists and landowners have hindered other proposed pipelines in the region that pump oil, carrying carbon that was buried in the earth to
engines or plants where it is burned and
emitted. The new projects would essentially do the opposite by capturing carbon
dioxide at ethanol reﬁneries and transporting it to sites where it could be buried
thousands of feet underground.
Both companies planning the pipelines
appear eager to tout their environmental beneﬁts. Their websites feature clear
blue skies and images of green ﬁelds and
describe how the projects could have the
same climatic impact as removing millions of cars from the road every year.
However, some conservationists and
landowners are already wary of the pipelines’ environmental beneﬁts and safety,
raising the chances of another pitched
battle as the projects seek construction
permits.
“It seems like they are running a casino
of risk and we are going to pay for it,”
said Carolyn Raffensperger, the director
of the Science and Environmental Health
Network, expressing fears about a leak
that could put North Dakota landowners
like herself at risk. “We need to think this
through very carefully, and I do not see
the players in place to do that.”
The pipelines could fall into a longstanding divide among environmentalists. US President Joe Biden and many
Republicans are pushing a strategy for
tackling climate change that offers a ﬁnancial boon to industries that use carbon
capture and storage to reduce their emissions. But others, such as Greenpeace and
Vermont Sen Bernie Sanders, argue the
focus should be completely on developing
renewable energy sources and that carbon
capture just prolongs dependence on fossil fuels. (AP)
❑ ❑ ❑
Spider takes hold in Georgia: A
large spider native to East Asia has spun
its thick, golden web on power lines,
porches and vegetable patches all over
north Georgia this year - a proliferation
that has driven some unnerved homeowners indoors and prompted a ﬂood of anxious social media posts.
In metro Atlanta, Jennifer Turpin - a
self-described arachnophobe - stopped
blowing leaves in her yard after inadvertently walking into a web created by the
Joro spider. Stephen Carter has avoided
a walking trail along the Chattahoochee
River where he encountered Joro webs
every dozen steps.
Farther east in Winterville, Georgia,
Will Hudson’s front porch became unusable amid an abundance of Joro webs 10

WASHINGTON, Nov 11, (AP): The
campaign to vaccinate elementary
school age children in the US is off
to a strong start, health ofﬁcials said
Wednesday, but experts say there are
signs that it will be difﬁcult to sustain
the initial momentum.
About 900,000 kids aged 5 to 11
will have received their ﬁrst dose of
the COVID-19 vaccine in their ﬁrst
week of eligibility, the White House
said, providing the ﬁrst glimpse at the
pace of the school-aged vaccination
campaign.
“We’re off to a very strong start,”
said White House COVID-19 coordinator Jeff Zients, during a brieﬁng with
reporters.
Final clearance for the shots was
granted by federal regulators on Nov.
2, with the ﬁrst doses to kids beginning
in some locations the following day.
The estimated increase in vaccinations in elementary school age children appears similar to a jump seen in
May, when adolescents ages 12 to 15
became eligible for shots.
Now nearly 20,000 pharmacies,
clinics and physicians’ offices are
offering the doses to younger kids,
and the Biden administration estimates that by the end of Wednesday
more than 900,000 of the kid doses
will have been given. On top of that,
about 700,000 first-shot appointments are scheduled for the coming
days.
About 28 million 5 to 11 year-olds
are now eligible for the low-dose
Pfizer vaccine. Kids who get their
first of two shots by the end of next
week will be fully vaccinated by
Christmas.
The administration is encouraging schools to host vaccine clinics on
site to make it even easier for kids to
get shots. The White House is also
asking schools to share information
from “trusted messengers” like doctors and public health officials to
combat misinformation around the
vaccines.
A initial surge in demand for vaccinations was expected from parents
who have been waiting for the chance
to protect their younger kids, especially before the holidays.
About 3% of newly eligible children
in the US got ﬁrst shots in the ﬁrst
week, but the rate of vaccinations in
varied widely around the country, as it
has for adult vaccines.

Eligible
California Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly said
Wednesday that more than 110,000
Californians ages 5 to 11 have received their ﬁrst coronavirus shot - 9%
of kids that age in the state.
“We are starting to see this pick up
and I’m really encouraged about what
this means for our state,” Ghaly said.
On the other ends of the spectrum,
Idaho reported just 2,257 ﬁrst shots,
or 1.3% of the newly eligible kids
there.
In West Virginia’s Cabell County,
high demand led local health ofﬁcials
to start setting up vaccination clinics in
all the county’s public middle schools.
A spokeswoman for the county health

feet (3 meters) deep. Hudson estimates
he’s killed more than 300 of the spiders
on his property.
“The webs are a real mess,” said Hudson, an entomologist at the University of
Georgia. “Nobody wants to come out of
the door in the morning, walk down the
steps and get a face full of spider web.”
The Joro - Trichonephila clavata is part of a group of spiders known as
orb weavers for their highly organized,
wheel-shaped webs. Common in Japan,

Can at-home coronavirus tests
make holiday gatherings safer?
NEW YORK, Nov 11, (AP): Can athome COVID-19 tests make holiday gatherings safer?
Yes, combined with vaccination,
home test kits for COVID-19 can
add a layer of safety and reassurance by providing on-the-spot
results during this second year of
pandemic holidays.
“We will be using rapid tests to
doublecheck everybody before
we gather together,” says Dr. Emily Volk, president of the College
of American Pathologists, who is
planning a holiday meal with six
vaccinated family members. “We’ll
be doing it as they come in the
door.”
Home kits are not as accurate
as the PCR tests done in hospitals
and at testing sites, Volk says. But
they have the advantage of giving
results within minutes instead of
days.
Testing kits are available at drugstores without a prescription, and
a box with two tests typically costs
about $25. Swabs, testing solution
and instructions are included.
Adults and teens can test them-

selves. An adult can test a child as
young as 2. How-to videos on product websites can be helpful.
Most tests require swabbing
about a half inch inside both nostrils, so it may tickle but doesn’t
hurt. You will get a positive result
if the test detects a viral protein in
your sample.
Home tests will miss some infections and in rare cases mistakenly
indicate an infection. One popular
test misses around 15 out of 100
infections - these are called “false
negatives” - and gives a false positive result in about 1 in 100 people
who aren’t infected.
Test shortages were widely reported during the last COVID-19
surge, but new options have recently hit the market and major
manufacturers such as Abbott
Laboratories have ramped up production.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention offers other
tips on ways to enjoy the holidays
safely. Vaccination remains the
best way to protect against the
coronavirus.

department said there were some lines
for vaccines in the ﬁrst few days after
the doses were approved for kids ages
5 to 11, but that things have slowed
since then.

serious illness or die from COVID-19,
they noted. “Parents may have the
perception it may not be as serious in
young children or they don’t transmit
it,” said Stokley, the acting deputy director of the CDC’s Immunization Services Division.
But more than 2 million COVID
cases have been reported in US children ages 5 to 11 since the pandemic
started, including 66 deaths over the
past year, according to CDC data.
“We’re going to have a lot of work to
do to communicate to parents about
why it’s important to get children vaccinated,” she said.
Zients said the effort to vaccinate
younger kids is still ramping up, with
new clinics coming on line. Government ofﬁcials expect the number of
children who are vaccinated to keep
rising in the days and weeks ahead, he
said.
“We are just getting started,” he
said.
Earlier this year the White House
set - and missed - a July 4 goal to have
at least certain percentage of US adults
vaccinated. Ofﬁcials have not announced a similar target for kids.
Dr. Lee Savio Beers, president of
the American Academy of Pediatrics, called the new numbers reassuring and said the rollout appears to
be going smoothly for the most part.
She noted however that with a lower dose and different vials than for
older kids, the rollout requires more
steps and that some states have been
slower in getting vaccine to providers.
Initial data from some areas show
Black children lagging behind whites
in getting their ﬁrst doses, which Beers
said raises concerns.

Demand
Some experts say that nationally,
demand could also begin to recede
soon. They note polling data suggests only a fraction of parents have
planned to get their kids shots immediately, and they suspect the trend
will play out like it did earlier this
year when kids ages 12 to 15 were
ﬁrst able to get shots.
In the ﬁrst week after vaccines for
that age group were authorized in May,
the number of adolescents getting a
ﬁrst shot jumped by roughly 900,000,
according to an American Academy of
Pediatrics review of federal data. The
next week, it rose even further, to 1.6
million.
“There was an initial burst,” said
Shannon Stokley of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
But then the number dropped steadily for months, interrupted only brieﬂy
in early August as the delta variant
surged and parents prepared to send
children back to school.
Adolescent vaccinations have since
ﬂagged considerably, to just 32,000
getting their ﬁrst shots last week. Only
about half of adolescents ages 12 to 17
are fully vaccinated, compared to 70%
of adults.
It’s unlikely that vaccination rates in
young kids will be as high as what’s
seen in adults - or even in adolescents,
some experts said, unless they are required for school.
Part of the reason is that adults are
far more likely than children to suffer

Raffensperger

Sanders

China, Korea and Taiwan, Joro females
have colorful yellow, blue and red markings on their bodies. They can measure
three inches (8 cm) across when their legs
are fully extended.
It’s not clear exactly how and when
the ﬁrst Joro spider arrived in the US In
Georgia, a researcher identiﬁed one about
80 miles (128 km) northeast of Atlanta in
2014. They have also been found in South
Carolina, and Hudson is convinced they
will spread across the South. (AP)

‘Negligence caused severe emotional distress’

Film

Crew member sues Baldwin, others over ‘Rust’ shooting
LOS ANGELES, Nov 11, (AP): The head of lighting on the ﬁlm “Rust”
ﬁled a lawsuit Wednesday over Alec Baldwin’s fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins on the New Mexico set of the Western,
alleging negligence that caused him “severe emotional distress” that
will haunt him forever.
Serge Svetnoy said in the suit that the bullet that killed his close friend
Hutchins, narrowly missed him, and he held her head as she died.
“They should never, ever, have had live rounds on this set,” Svetnoy’s attorney Gary A. Dordick said at a news conference Wednesday.
The lawsuit ﬁled in Los Angeles Superior Court names nearly two
dozen defendants associated with the ﬁlm including Baldwin, who was
both star and a producer; David Halls, the assistant director who handed Baldwin the gun; and Hannah Gutierrez Reed, who was in charge
of weapons on the set.
It is the ﬁrst known lawsuit of what could be many stemming from
the Oct. 21 shooting, which also injured “Rust” director Joel Souza.
It was the ninth ﬁlm that Svetnoy and Hutchins had worked on together, and he had taken the job at low pay because she asked him to.
“She was my friend,” Svetnoy said at the news conference.
He said he had seen guns sitting unattended in the dirt a few days
earlier in the shoot, and had warned the people responsible about them.
On the day of the shooting, he was setting up lighting within 6 or 7
feet (2 meters) of Baldwin, the suit says.

“What happened next will haunt Plaintiff forever,” the suit says. “He
felt a strange and terrifying whoosh of what felt like pressurized air
from his right. He felt what he believed was gunpowder and other residual materials directly strike the right side of his face.”
Then, with his glasses scratched and his hearing mufﬂed, he knelt to
help Hutchins, the suit said.
The lawsuit seeks both compensatory and punitive damages to be
determined later. It was ﬁled in Los Angeles County because the plaintiff and most of the defendants are based there.
Attorneys and representatives for the defendants did not immediately respond to email and phone messages seeking comment on the suit.
Gutierrez Reed’s lawyer Jason Bowles said in a statement Wednesday that “we are convinced this was sabotage and Hannah is being
framed. We believe that the scene was tampered with as well before
the police arrived.”
Bowles said his client has provided authorities with a full interview
and continues to assist them. The statement did not address the lawsuit.
“We are asking for a full and complete investigation of all of the
facts, including the live rounds themselves, how they ended up in the
‘dummies’ box, and who put them in there,” the statement said.
Gutierrez Reed said last week that she had inspected the gun Baldwin shot but doesn’t know how a live bullet ended up inside.
Santa Fe-area District Attorney Mary Carmack-Altwies said inves-

tigators have encountered no proof of sabotage. Her comments, ﬁrst
made on “Good Morning America,” were conﬁrmed Wednesday by
agency spokeswoman Sascha Guinn Anderson.
Carmack-Altwies says that investigators know who loaded the gun,
though it remains unclear how the deadly round of ammunition got
on the movie set. The district attorney said she is concerned that there
were so many levels of safety failures.
Dordick said at the news conference that it was “far-fetched” to suggest there was sabotage, but that Gutierrez Reed still had the same responsibility to know what was in the gun and who had handled it.
Authorities have said that Halls, the assistant director, handed the
weapon to Baldwin and announced “cold gun,” indicating that the
weapon was safe to use.
Halls said last week that he hoped the tragedy prompted the ﬁlm
industry to “reevaluate its values and practices” to ensure no one is
harmed again, but did not provide details.
Baldwin said on video on Oct. 30 that the shooting was a “one-in-atrillion event” saying, “We were a very, very well-oiled crew shooting
a ﬁlm together and then this horrible event happened.”
The director Souza told detectives that Baldwin was rehearsing a
scene in which he drew a revolver from his holster and pointed it toward the camera, which Hutchins and Souza were behind, according to
court records in New Mexico.
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Chris Stapleton performs ‘Cold’ at the 55th annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021, at the Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP) — See Also Page 13

Music
Combs wins top prize

LOS ANGELES: An Arizona man
accused of supplying the dealer
who sold Mac Miller the drugs
that killed the rapper has agreed
to plead guilty to a federal charge,
prosecutors said Wednesday.
Ryan Michael Reavis, 38, will
admit to a single count of distribution of fentanyl, the US Attorney’s
Ofﬁce in Los Angeles said in a
statement.
Reavis knowingly supplied
counterfeit oxycodone pills containing fentanyl to co-defendant
Cameron James Pettit, 30, of
Los Angeles, according to a plea
agreement. Pettit sold the pills and
other drugs to Miller, who two
days later suffered a fatal overdose, according to prosecutors.
Another co-defendant, Stephen
Andrew Walter, 48, of Los Angeles, agreed last month to plead
guilty to one count of distribution of fentanyl. Prosecutors said
Reavis supplied the pills to Pettit
at the direction of Walter. Reavis
and Walter are each expected to
enter their pleas in the coming
weeks.
The case against Pettit is pending.
Reavis, formerly of West Los
Angeles, moved to Lake Havasu,
Arizona, in 2019.
Miller’s assistant found the rapper unresponsive in his Los Angeles home on Sept 7, 2018, and
he was declared dead soon after.
Miller struggled with substance
abuse, which was often referenced
in his lyrics.
Miller began his career in
Pittsburgh’s hip hop scene in
2007, at the age of ﬁfteen. In
2010, he signed a record deal
with independent label Rostrum Records and released his
breakthrough mixtapes K.I.D.S.
(2010) and Best Day Ever (2011).
Miller’s debut studio album, Blue
Slide Park (2011), became the ﬁrst
independently distributed debut
album to top the US Billboard 200
since 1995.
Miller, a Pittsburgh native
whose real name was Malcolm
James Myers McCormick, was
a beloved and respected ﬁgure
among hip-hop fans. “Circles,” his
sixth and ﬁnal studio album, was
released posthumously in 2020.
(Agencies)
❑
❑
❑

GENEVA: A pair of diamond
bracelets that once belonged to

Stapleton takes 6 at CMA Awards
NASHVILLE, Tenn., Nov 11, (AP): Chris Stapleton
was the big winner with six trophies including song
and album of the year and Luke Combs claimed the
biggest prize with entertainer of the year at the Country Music Association Awards on Wednesday night.
Stapleton won song and single of the year for “Starting Over” and album of the year for his record of the
same name. He walked away with two more trophies
as a producer on the single and album.
He then won male vocalist of the year for the ﬁfth
time and it appeared he would sweep the night before
Combs swooped in and kept it from becoming a coronation.
“I don’t deserve to win it,” an emotional Combs said
as he accepted the entertainer of the year trophy from
Alan Jackson, “but I’m sure as hell glad that I did.”
At times it seemed Stapleton, who also performed
twice, was on the stage all night.
“Man, amazing,” the soft-spoken singer with the
long beard, never one for speeches, said after he won
his last award. “I’m running out of words.
He came into the night the top nominee along with
Eric Church, who was shut out.
Along with Stapleton and Church, Combs beat out
Carrie Underwood and Miranda Lambert, who opened
the ABC telecast with a medley of her hits, including
“Kerosene,” “Mama’s Broken Heart” and “Gunpowder & Lead.”
It was a night of big emotions for many winners.
The Brothers Osborne won vocal duo of the year for
the fourth time. Lead singer T.J. Osborne, who came
out as gay this year, appeared to be holding back tears
as he accepted.
“It’s been a roller coaster of a year, especially for
me emotionally, and for you all to support me, it’s
been incredible,” he said from the stage.
Allen was openly tearful as he became the second
Black performer to win new artist of the year.
“I want to thank my father who’s no longer with us
for introducing me to country music,” Allen said.
He recalled spending the last of his money to be able
to see pioneering Black country artist Charley Pride at

Marie Antoinette, the famed wife
of French King Louis XVI who
met her fate at the revolutionary
guillotine, sold for 7.46 million
Swiss francs ($8.34 million) on
Tuesday.
The opulent bracelets, among
the rare pieces of jewelry from
the ill-fated French royal that
are still up for public sale today,

Reavis

the CMAs in 2016, then getting to perform with Pride on
last year’s show. Pride died of COVID-19 a month later.
Darius Rucker in 2009 was the ﬁrst Black artist to
win the award.
Old Dominion won vocal group of the year for the
fourth-straight time.
Carly Pearce wept as she won female vocalist of the
year for the ﬁrst time.
Pearce, competing in an all-female category, was
the only woman to take the stage and claim an award
during the ceremony, now in its 55th year.

Normal
Gabby Barrett was the night’s most nominated
woman with four nods, but the “American Idol” alum
was shut out.
The ceremony represented a return to normal for the
show. It was back in front of an audience at its usual
home, the Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tennessee,
after last year’s ceremony was held at a crowd-free
Music City Center because of the coronavirus pandemic.
“We’re following all the health protocols to keep
everyone safe,” host Luke Bryan said during his opening monologue. “And we’re all vaccinated,” he said,
“or not,” asking the awkwardly laughing audience,
“anyone?”
Moments later he was joined on stage by his “American Idol” co-hosts Lionel Richie and Katy Perry, who
sneaked up on him from behind.
“I have hosted other awards shows,” Bryan told his
“Idol” co-hosts, pretending to be surprised. “I can handle this myself.”
Perry answered, “Yeah, we’ve seen them, that’s
why we’re here.”
They then helped him present the ﬁrst award to Stapleton.
The CMAs are always heavy on performances and
this year was no exception, with more songs than
awards.
Church was surrounded by ﬂames on the stage as
he belted out “Heart on Fire.” Pearce and Ashley McBryde then took the stage for a duet of “Never Wanted

Miller

were among standout features to a
Christie’s auction in Geneva.
They feature 112 diamonds and
each weighs 97 grams (3.4 ounces)
and include silver and gold.
The pair sold for much more
than the presale estimate of
between 2 million and 4 million
Swiss francs. The ﬁnal price
included taxes and fees on top of

to Be That Girl.”
Underwood and Jason Aldean dueted on their current hit “If I Didn’t Love You” and real-life friends
Kane Brown and Chris Young will sang their hit duet
“Famous Friends,” which was nominated in three categories but failed to take an award.
In winning album of the year, Stapleton beat nominees including Morgan Wallen, who was caught earlier this year yelling a racial slur. The CMA Board of
Directors disqualiﬁed Wallen from individual awards,
but he could still win for his work.
Wallen, who was not in attendance, got the biggest
cheer by far of all the album nominees from the arena
crowd.
Had he won, it would have come during a show that
featured diversity and inclusiveness in country music.
In addition to the speeches by Allen and Osborne,
who also brought up his sexuality during the duo’s
performance, Stapleton joined Jennifer Hudson to pay
tribute to Aretha Franklin and the country songs she
recorded with a rousing, gospel-style rendition of Willie Nelson’s “Night Life.”
And Mickey Guyton was joined by Brittney Spencer and Madeline Edwards for her anthem of Black
self-acceptance, “Love My Hair.”
List of winners at the 2021 Country Music Association Awards:
■ Entertainer of the Year: Luke Combs.
■ Album: “Starting Over,” Chris Stapleton.
■ Song: “Starting Over,” Chris Stapleton and Mike
Henderson.
■ Vocal duo: Brothers Osborne.
■ Female vocalist: Carly Pearce.
■ Male vocalist: Chris Stapleton.
■ Music video: “half of my hometown,” Kelsea Ballerini (featuring Kenny Chesney).
■ Single: “Starting Over,” Chris Stapleton.
■ New artist: Jimmie Allen.
■ Vocal group: Old Dominion.
■ Musical event: “half of my hometown,” Kelsea
Ballerini (featuring Kenny Chesney).
■ Musician: Jenee Fleenor, ﬁddle.

the hammer price. The buyer was
not identiﬁed.
After Marie Antoinette’s death
in the French Revolution in 1793,
the bracelets that had been commissioned some 17 years earlier
were passed on from her daughter
Marie-Therese and kept within
royal lineage for over 200 years,
Christie’s said.

On Wednesday, as part of
regular Geneva jewelry auctions,
rival house Sotheby’s is set to put
under the hammer a 26.8-carat oval
sapphire surrounded by diamonds,
and matching ear clips that once
belonged to Grand Duchess Maria
Pavlovna of Russia — pieces that
were whisked out of Russia during
the country’s 1917 revolution. (AP)
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Chris Stapleton poses in the press room with the awards for entertainer
of the year, male vocalist of the year, and album of the year. (AP)

Luke Combs accepts the award for entertainer of the year at the 55th
annual CMA Awards.

Carrie Underwood performs ‘If I Didn’t Love You’ at the 55th annual CMA Awards on Wednesday, Nov. 10, at the Bridgestone Arena in Nashville,
Tenn. (AP)

Carly Pearce poses with female
vocalist of the year award.

Jimmie Allen reacts as he accepts
the new artist of the year award.

John Osborne, (left), and T.J. Osborne, of Brothers Osborne, perform at
the 55th annual CMA Awards.

Eric Church performs at the 55th annual CMA Awards on Nov. 10, at the
Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tenn. (AP)

Nicole Kidman, (left), and Keith
Urban arrive at CMA Awards.

Kelsea Ballerini arrives at the 55th
annual CMA Awards.

Katy Perry arrives at the 55th annual CMA Awards. (AP)

Lauren Daigle arrives at the 55th
annual CMA Awards.

Lionel Richie, (right), and Lisa
Parigi arrive at CMA Awards. (AP)

Jennifer Hudson arrives at the
55th annual CMA Awards. (AP)

Awards
‘I got this for music and for work for charity’

‘I’m so lucky’: John receives prestigious UK award
Sir Elton John is made a member
of the Order of the Companions of
Honour by Prince Charles during
an investiture ceremony at Windsor Castle, in Windsor, England,
Wednesday, Nov. 10. (AP)

Variety
NEW YORK: A fragrance company’s
lawsuit against rapper Jay-Z over
breach of contract claims, and his
subsequent countersuit against the
company, were both rejected Wednesday with a jury ﬁnding that neither side
had proven its claims and awarding no
damages.
Parlux Fragrances had ﬁled the suit
in state Supreme Court in Manhattan
in January 2016, saying the rapper had
not fulﬁlled promotional obligations
connected to the 2013 launch and subsequent campaign for the “Gold Jay-Z”
cologne brand.
The rapper ﬁled a countersuit saying
Parlux had breached its contract by failing to pay him royalties he was owed.
The case had gone to trial last
month, with the hip-hop superstar taking the stand.
In a statement after the verdict,
Jay-Z said, “I’d like to express my
gratitude to the jury, especially during
these difﬁcult times,” and his attorney
said he was “pleased” with the result.
Jay-Z is widely regarded as one
of the most inﬂuential hip-hop artists
in historyand is also well known for
being the former CEO of Def Jam
Recordings, cultivating major industry
artists such as Kanye West, Rihanna,
and J. Cole. (AP)
❑
❑
❑

LONDON, Nov 11, (AP): Elton
John has no doubt been a member
of many exclusive clubs over the
decades, but probably nothing quite
as exclusive as the one he formally
joined on Wednesday.
In an investiture ceremony at
Windsor Castle, Prince Charles
anointed the musician and charity
patron as a member of the Order of
the Companions of Honour.
It is one of the highest awards
that can be bestowed by Charles’
mother, Queen Elizabeth II, to citizens in Britain and across the Commonwealth. The 95-year-old monarch is also a member of the order.
Introduced in 1917 by her grandfather King George V, the award
recognizes people who have made
“a major contribution to the arts,
science, medicine, or government
lasting over a long period of time.”
Current members include British
environmentalist David Attenborough, Canadian author Margaret
Atwood and one of Britain’s greatest-ever athletes Sebastian Coe.
“I was quite taken aback when I
got the letter to say that I’d received
it because I know it’s, very few people get it,” John said after receiving
the gold medallion with the inscrip-

NEWTON, Mass: A tiny home in a
wealthy Boston suburb has sold after
about a month on the market, albeit for
far less than the original asking price
of almost $450,000.
The roughly 250-square-foot
(23-square-meter) home in Newton sold for $315,000, according to
Coldwell Banker Realty’s Hans Brings
Results agency.
The home, on a 0.06-acre lot (0.02

Zendaya wins Fashion Icon award

Designer Christopher John Rogers tops starry CFDA awards
NEW YORK, Nov 11, (AP):
Designers Christopher John
Rogers and Emily Adams Bode
for BODE took top honors at
the annual Council of Fashion
Designers of America awards,
leading a young and diverse
slate of honorees on fashion’s
big night.
Rogers, 27, whose bold purple ensemble was chosen by
Vice President Kamala Harris
for her inauguration, won for womenswear and Bode for menswear at the glittery ceremony the fashion industry’s version of
the Oscars - which was held in

person Wednesday night after a
virtual ceremony in 2020 due to
the pandemic.
Accepting his award from
host Emily Blunt, Rogers spoke
of coming to New York in 2016,
when “nobody would hire me.”
He thanked those who took a
chance on him, “all the amazing people who can understand
what I’m trying to do.” Just last
year, Rogers won the American
emerging designer award.
The previously announced
Fashion Icon award - the most
visible celebrity award of the annual event - went to Zendaya, for

what the CFDA called her “global
impact on fashion.” The organization noted in a statement that
the actor-singer, 25, had been a
supporter of both emerging and
established designers. It also
cited her clothing line Daya by
Zendaya, launched in 2013 and
featuring “gender-ﬂuid designs
in a full-size range.”
Zendaya was introduced by
the 2010 recipient of the award,
Iman, who noted the new recipient was the youngest yet to get
the honor.
“Fashion did something special for me,” Zendaya told the

crowd, citing “the extraordinary
gift of transformation, the ability
to be conﬁdent and embody all
these different characters and
be literally anyone I wanted to
be.”
A spokesperson for labels
like Lancôme and Valentino,
Zendaya is currently starring
in “Dune.” In 2020 she won the
Emmy for lead actress in a drama for her performance in “Euphoria.”
Previous Fashion Icon recipients have included Beyoncé,
Lady Gaga, Pharrell Williams,
Rihanna, and Jennifer Lopez.

tion “In action faithful and in honour clear.”
John, who was knighted by the
queen in 1998, a year after the death
of his friend Diana, the Princess of
Wales, joined the Companions of
Honour in the queen’s honors list in

late 2019 for his services to music
and charity.
The 74-year-old singer-songwriter, who walked with the aid of an
ornate stick after recent hip surgery,
reﬂected on a career that has seen
him release a hit single in every dec-

ade since the 1970s, including “Your
Song,” “Rocketman” and “Candle
in the Wind.” He also took a leading
role in a number of charities, notably
the Elton John AIDS Foundation.
“I’ve had an amazing life, music
has been my life, and I got this for

music and for work for charity,”
said John who was accompanied by
his husband David Furnish. “So this
is just a reminder that there’s more
to do. More work to do for music,
more work to do for charity and life
is great - I’m so lucky.”

Jay-Z

Rihanna

hectares), went on the market in late
September.
The house built in 1970 is described
as an “adorable tiny studio home
... featuring completely open living
space,” with a loft and “ready to ﬁnish
basement,” and recent renovations including a new bathroom and electrical
upgrades. (AP)
❑
❑
❑

WELLINGTON, New Zealand: As he
made history by becoming the ﬁrst person to ﬂy across New Zealand’s Cook
Strait in an electric plane, Gary Freedman thought it only ﬁtting that the ﬁrst
thing he saw when approaching the
Wellington coastline was the rotating
blade of a wind turbine producing
renewable energy.
Freedman’s 40-minute solo ﬂight in
the small two-seater came 101 years

after the ﬁrst person ﬂew a conventional aircraft over the body of water that
separates the South Paciﬁc nation’s
two main islands.
Wellington International Airport
ofﬁcials believe it may be the longest
distance ﬂown in an electric plane
across any body of water.
“It’s a very exciting day for the airport. A world-record-setting day,” said
spokesperson Jenna Raeburn. (AP)
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Nylander scores twice as
Maple Leafs blank Flyers
Jeannot, Saros help Predators top Stars 4-2
PHILADELPHIA, Nov 11,
(AP): William Nylander
scored twice, Jack Campbell stopped 36 shots for
his second shutout of the
season, and the Toronto
Maple Leafs beat the Philadelphia Flyers 3-0.
Ondrej Kase also scored and
Auston Matthews had a pair of
assists for the Maple Leafs, who
were without injured captain John
Tavares and won for the sixth time
in seven games. Campbell got his
sixth career shutout.

Pliskova, Kontaveit open with
wins at ‘year-end’ WTA Finals
GUADALAJARA, Mexico, Nov. 11,
(AP): Karolina Pliskova overcame a
slow start before beating Garbiñe
Muguruza 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (6) in her
opening match at the WTA Finals.
In a contest between two former
No. 1-ranked players, the third-seeded Pliskova struggled early adjusting
to the nearly 5,000-feet altitude of
Guadalajara, Mexico’s second largest
city.
“The first set was not the best from
me. The serve was amazing in the
second set, many free points on the
first serve,” Pliskova said. “Then it
was a fighting third set. I thought I
just had too many chances, didn’t
make it really, but happy it went my
way in the end.”

TENNIS

Carter Hart ﬁnished with 30 saves
for the Flyers.
Nylander made it 1-0 with 8:49 left
in the second period after a deﬂected
puck went off his right toe and under
Hart’s right arm. It originally was
ruled no goal by the ofﬁcials due to
a kicking motion but overturned after
video review. Nylander ﬁred a wrist
shot from the slot on the power play
that beat Hart on the blocker side and

ICE HOCKEY
made it 2-0 at 5:09 of the third and
Kase made it 3-0 with 6:27 to play.
Predators 4, Stars 2
In Dallas, Tanner Jeannot had a goal
and an assist, Juuse Saros stopped 25
shots, and Nashville beat Dallas.
Ryan Johansen, Matt Duchene and
Colton Sissons also scored for the
Predators, who are 6-1-1 in their last
eight games. Sissons scored an emptynet goal with 43 seconds left after Dallas cut a 3-0 deﬁcit to 3-2.
Roope Hintz and Miro Heiskanen
scored for Dallas, which has lost six
of its last seven games (1-4-2). Braden
Holtby made 18 saves.
Wild 5, Coyotes2
In Glendale, Arizona,Kevin Fiala
had a goal and two assists, and Minnesota got its fourth straight win.
Joel Eriksson Ek, Marcus Foligno, Dmitry Kulikov and Kirill Kaprizov also scored for the Wild. Kaapo
Kahkonen stopped 23 shots while
starting for the second straight game.
Minnesota has scored ﬁve goals in all
four games of its current streak.
Shayne Gostisbehere had a goal and
an assist - giving him points in his last
two games - and Andrew Ladd also
scored for Arizona, which trailed 2-0
after 9 minutes. Scott Wedgewood replaced Karel Vejmelka in goal in the

Muguruza stunned

Al-Mulla and Al-Zanki with representatives of the International Jet Ski Federation.

Aquabike World Championship 2021 kicks off
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 11: Under
the auspices of the Public Authority for Sports, the Aquabike World
Championship 2021, which is being organized by the Marina Sports
Club, kicked off the Marina Beach
with the participation of more than
60 contestants representing 27
countries.
On the eve of the event, the
Marine Sports Club held a press
conference at the Marina Hotel,
which was attended by the Deputy
Director of the Public Authority
for Sports Dr. Saqr Al Mulla, and
Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Marine Sports Club Mohamed Al-Zanki, as well as representatives of the International Marine
Sports Federation (UIM).
Dr. Saqr Al-Mulla explained that
Kuwait’s hosting of the second and
third period for the Coyotes (1-11-1).
Vejmelka ﬁnished with 17 saves, and
Wedgewood stopped all eight shots he
faced.

Toronto Maple Leafs’ Jack Campbell (36) clears the puck as Rasmus Sandin (38) and Joel Farabee (86) look on during the second period of an NHL
hockey game, on Nov 10 in Philadelphia. (AP)

ﬁnal round of the Aquabike World
Championship comes as a translation
of the strategy implemented by the
Minister of Information and Culture
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdul Rahman Al-Mutairi.
He thanked the management of the
Marine Sports Club for hosting the
tournament with the participation of
the most prominent world champions
in this sport.
Dr. Al-Mulla praised the performance level of the Kuwaiti participants, and what they have been presenting in every sports event they
participate in.
He stressed the great role played
by the Public Authority for Sports
and its Director General Eng.
Hamoud Fuleiteh in supporting all
sports federations and clubs, especially in terms of individual games,

and overcoming all the obstacles
they face.
Dr. Al-Mulla afﬁrmed the keenness of the Public Authority for
Sports on Kuwait hosting such world
championships in light of the ambition for the country to be a center in
this regard.
In addition, Muhammad Al-Zanki
appreciated the Public Authority for
Sports for its great support for the
championship.
He highlighted the determination
of the Kuwaiti people to shine and
win medals and top places, wishing
everyone success and a great performance level.
Al-Zanki also praised the great
work done by the working committees of the championship in order
to present it in the most honorable
way.

Pliskova is playing the WTA
Finals for the fifth time, having
reached the semifinals in 2018 and
‘19. The 2020 tournament was canceled.
She didn’t win any titles in 2021
but kept a high ranking by reaching
the finals at Wimbledon and
Montreal, and the semifinals at
Cincinnati.
Pliskova now has a 9-2 record
against former Wimbledon and
French Open champion Muguruza,
who won the Chicago and Dubai
titles this year and is making her
fourth appearance at the season-ending event.
“That was a very tough match for
both of us. It was a one-point difference - I saved many match points and
is a tough loss I fought as hard as I
could,” Muguruza said. “I´m happy
with my fighting spirit even though I
lost.”
Muguruza dropped serve before
winning four straight games to take a
4-2 lead and eventually clinched the
first set in 38 minutes.
Pliskova settled down in the second and got service breaks in the
second and eighth games to level the
match.
The third set lasted more than an

hour, with Muguruza saving three
match points to force a tiebreaker,
and another in the tiebreaker before
Pliskova sealed the win.
Earlier, Anett Kontaveit extended
her hot streak to 11 consecutive victories with a 6-3, 6-4 win over second-seeded Barbora Krejcikova.
Kontaveit has won 27 of her last 29
matches, which include her title run
at Ostrava where she beat Paula
Badosa and Maria Sakkari, both of
whom are competing here.
“I’ve been in sort of top 30 for a lot
of years,” Kontaveit said. “During
the summer I was on a bit of a losing
streak, then I started working with
Dmitry (Tursunov) and was really
hoping to get a few wins. I managed
to win Cleveland, then it just sort of
started rolling from there”.
Tursunov a former world No. 20,
started working with Kontaveit at the
Cincinnati Masters, where the
25-year-old Estonian lost in the first
round. Since then, Kontaveit has
soared from No. 30 into the top 10.
After top-ranked Ash Barty of
Australia opted not to defend the title
because of travel restrictions in her
country, Kontaveit edged out Ons
Jabeur for the last spot in the seasonending championship by beating
Simona Halep in the final of the
Transylvania Open.
“I’ve been believing in myself a
little bit more, and the game definitely has clicked from just getting
more wins and playing a lot of tennis
and really feeling comfortable,”
Kontaveit said.
Krejcikova, the French Open
champion, started the year ranked
65th but captured three titles to qualify for the WTA Finals.
“It’s just difficult because a couple
days ago I was actually playing in
Europe, now I’m here,” Krejcikova
said. “It’s really, really, really difficult.” The tournament, which was
canceled last year because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, is played in a
round-robin format.
The WTA Finals are being played
in Guadalajara for this year only,
with the event scheduled to return to
Shenzhen, China in 2022.

NHL Results/Standings
WASHINGTON, Nov. 11, (AP): Results and standings from the NHL games on Wednesday.
Toronto
3, Philadelphia
0
Minnesota
5, Arizona
2
Nashville
4, Dallas
2
Eastern Conference
Western Conference
Central Division
Atlantic Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Minnesota
12 9 3 0 18 44 39
Florida
13 10 2 1 21 52 35
St. Louis
11 8 2 1 17 40 27
Toronto
14 8 5 1 17 36 37
Winnipeg
12 6 3 3 15 39 35
Detroit
14 7 5 2 16 43 46
Nashville
13 7 5 1 15 36 35
Tampa Bay 12 6 3 3 15 36 37
Dallas
12
4 6 2 10 27 39
Boston
10 6 4 0 12 28 28
Colorado
10
4 5 1 9 30 36
Buffalo
12 5 5 2 12 36 36
Chicago
14 3 9 2 8 31 50
Ottawa
12 3 8 1 7 30 43
Arizona
13 1 11 1 3 22 56
Montreal
14 3 10 1 7 28 48
Metropolitan Division
Paciﬁc Division
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina
11 10 1 0 20 41 21
Edmonton
11 9 2 0 18 47 32
NY Rangers 13 7 3 3 17 33 37
Calgary
12 7 2 3 17 41 26
Washington 12 6 2 4 16 42 32
Anaheim
14 7 4 3 17 45 39
Columbus
10 7 3 0 14 32 28
San Jose
12 7 4 1 15 36 31
Philadelphia 11 6 3 2 14 32 28
Los Angeles 13 7 5 1 15 38 34
New Jersey 11 6 3 2 14 33 33
Vegas 13
7 6 0 14 37 40
NY Islanders 10 5 3 2 12 27 25
Vancouver 13 5 6 2 12 35 36
Pittsburgh
11 4 3 4 12 35 35
Seattle
13 4 8 1 9 36 44
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to playoffs.

Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic returns a shot to Garbine Muguruza of Spain, during a match of the Mexican Tennis WTA Finals in Guadalajara, Mexico, on Nov. 10. (AP)
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Osborne scores double-double as Florida State routs Penn 105-70

Dickinson leads No. 6 Michigan past Buffalo in opener
ANN ARBOR, Michigan, Nov. 11,
(AP): Hunter Dickinson scored 27
points to help No. 6 Michigan open
with an 88-76 win over Buffalo.
The Wolverines started strong in
their season opener, leading by as
much as 21 points in the ﬁrst half
and going ahead 51-36 at halftime,
before coming out ﬂat in the second
half.
The Bulls cut the deﬁcit to ﬁve
points before Caleb Houstan helped
Michigan pull away. The highly
touted freshman ﬁnished with 11
points and six rebounds.
Terrance Williams scored 15
points and Eli Brooks had 11 points
and four assists
for the Wolverines.
Buffalo’s
Jeenathan Williams scored a
career-high 32
points, Ronaldo Segu had 15
points and Josh
Mballa added
Dickinson
13.
Florida St
105, Pennsylvania 70
In Tallahassee, Florida, Malik
Osborne had 18 points and 13 rebounds, Anthony Polite scored 17
points, and Florida State routed
Pennsylvania.

BASKETBALL
Rayquan Evans added 14 points
and four assists, while Houston
transfer Caleb Mills scored 10 of
his 14 points in the second half in
his debut with the Seminoles.
Jordan Dingle had 23 points
on 8-of-15 shooting while Jonah
Charles and Clark Slajchert added
12 points apiece for Penn.

NBA Results/Standings
WASHINGTON, Nov. 11, (AP): Results and
standings from the NBA games on Wednesday.
Brooklyn
123 Orlando
90
Washington
97 Cleveland
94
Milwaukee
112 New York
100
Boston
104 Toronto
88
Detroit
112 Houston
104
Chicago
117 Dallas
107
Charlotte
118 Memphis
108
Oklahoma City 108 New Orleans
100
San Antonio 136 Sacramento
117
Phoenix
119 Portland
109
Denver
101 Indiana
98
Golden State 123 Minnesota
110
LA Lakers
120 Miami (OT)
117
Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division
W
L
Pct
GB
Brooklyn
8
4
.667
Philadelphia
8
4
.667
New York
7
5
.583
1
Toronto
6
6
.500
2
Boston
5
6
.455
2
Southeast Division
W
L
Pct
GB
Washington
8
3
.727
Miami
7
4
.636
1
Charlotte
6
7
.462
3
Atlanta
4
8
.333
4
Orlando
3
9
.250
5
Central Division
W
L
Pct
GB
Chicago
8
3
.727
Cleveland
7
5
.583
1
Milwaukee
6
6
.500
2
Indiana
4
8
.333
4
Detroit
2
8
.200
5
Western Conference
Southwest Division
W
L
Pct
GB
Dallas
7
4
.636
Memphis
6
5
.545
1
San Antonio
4
7
.364
3
Houston
1
10
.091
6
New Orleans 1
11
.083
6
Northwest Division
W
L
Pct
GB
Utah
8
3
.727
Denver
7
4
.636
1
Portland
5
7
.417
3
Oklahoma City 4
6
.400
3
Minnesota
3
7
.300
4
Paciﬁc Division
W
L
Pct
GB
Golden State 10
1
.909
Phoenix
7
3
.700
2
LA Clippers
6
4
.600
3
LA Lakers
7
5
.583
3
Sacramento
5
7
.417
5

Durant, Harden help Nets maul
Magic for sixth win in 7 games
Lakers rally late in regulation, hold off Heat 120-117 in OT
ORLANDO, Fla., Nov 11,
(AP): Kevin Durant scored
30 points and James Harden had his 59th career triple double in the Brooklyn
Nets’ 123-90 victory over
the Orlando Magic.
Durant, the NBA’s leading scorer at 29.5 points per game, made
11 of 12 shots, including both
of his 3-point attempts, to help
Brooklyn win for the sixth time
in seven games. Harden had 17
points, 11 rebounds and 11 assists
to help. The two stars sat out the
fourth quarter, with the Nets up 9475 after three.
LaMarcus Aldridge came off the
bench with a big second quarter to
put Brooklyn in command. He had 21
points and eight rebounds.
Terrence Ross led Orlando with 17
points.
Lakers 120, Heat 117, OT
In Los Angeles, Malik Monk scored
ﬁve of his season-high 27 points in
overtime, and Los Angeles rallied from
a big deﬁcit in the ﬁnal minutes of
regulation before surging past Miami
in overtime.
Russell Westbrook had 25 points, 14
assists and 12 rebounds for the Lakers,
who improved to 2-2 while LeBron
James is sidelined by a strained abdominal muscle.
Monk made four 3-pointers, and
Anthony Davis had 24 points and 13
rebounds for Los Angeles, which went
to overtime for the second consecutive
game. The Lakers trailed by nine in the
fourth quarter before rallying to beat
the Heat, who had won six of eight.
Bam Adebayo scored 28 points before fouling out and Kyle Lowry had
18 points and 11 assists for the Heat,
who lost Jimmy Butler to a sprained
right ankle in the ﬁrst half. Butler
scored seven points while playing the
entire ﬁrst quarter, but didn’t return for
the second.
Tyler Herro scored 27 points, but
missed two 3-pointers in the ﬁnal nine
seconds of overtime in Miami’s third
loss in four games.
Bucks 112, Knicks 100
In New York, Pat Connaughton
scored a season-high 23 points, making
three late 3-pointers to swing a wild
second half back in Milwaukee’s favor,
and the Bucks blew a 24-point lead before beating New York.

BASKETBALL

Indiana guard Nicole Cardano-Hillary (4) brings the ball up against Butler
during an NCAA college basketball game, on Nov 10, in Indianapolis. (AP)

Ohio State pulls away from Bucknell 71-48

Cardano-Hillary’s 29 points help
No. 8 Indiana women top Butler
INDIANAPOLIS, Nov 11, (AP):
Nicole Cardano-Hillary scored 29
points to lead No. 8 Indiana to an 8663 victory over Butler.
Cardano-Hillary shot 11 for 12 from
the ﬁeld, including 7 for 8 on 3-pointers, and had six rebounds and ﬁve assists to lead the Hoosiers, who shot
52%. Grace Berger added 18 points on
9-for-15 shooting, Mackenzie Holmes
had 11 points and eight rebounds, and
Ali Patberg had 10 assists.
Alex Richard scored 20 points on
10-for-13 shooting and Zoe Jackson
added 18 points
for Butler. The
Bulldogs shot
50% but committed 18 turnovers.
Indiana led
by 13 late in the
ﬁrst half before
Butler pulled
to 43-31 at the
break. The HooWalker
siers extended
the advantage to 16 points in the third
quarter before pulling away in the
fourth. Their largest lead was 25.
Tennessee 59, S. Illinois 49
In Knoxville, Tenn., Jordan Walker scored 14 points, Alexus Dye had
14 points and 13 rebounds as No. 15
Tennessee closed with a 17-2 run to
beat Southern Illinois.
Rae Burrell added 12 points for the
Lady Vols.
Quierra Love scored 13 points
and Gabby Walker added 10 for the
Salukis.
Jordan Walker had seven points
and Tamari Key and Sara Puckett
each had ﬁve in Tennessee’s critical
run after Southern Illinois had the
Lady Vols on the ropes.
Southern Illinois, which led 3027 at the half and 42-38 after three
quarters, was up 47-42 after a deep
3-pointer by Makenzie Silvey and a
fast-break layup by Love with 5:24
to play. At that point the Salukis had

made eight 3-pointers and the Lady
Vols were 0 for 13.
Ohio State 71, Bucknell 48
In Columbus, Ohio, Jacy Sheldon
scored 20 points and No. 17 Ohio
State pulled away in the second half.
The Buckeyes raced to a 20-7 lead
late in the ﬁrst quarter, which closed
with a 7-0 Bucknell run. The Bison
extended that run with the ﬁrst eight
points of the second quarter to grab
the lead before Ohio State edged in
front 28-24 at the half.
From there, the Buckeyes slowly
pulled away. A 51-38 lead entering
the fourth quarter grew to as much as
25 down the stretch.
Taylor Mikesell hit four 3-pointers
and added 14 points for Ohio State,

BASKETBALL
which shot 56% in the second half
with ﬁve of its seven 3-pointers. The
Buckeyes shot 28% in the ﬁrst half,
going 3 of 17 in the second quarter.
Taylor O’Brien scored 17 points
for Bucknell, which shot 30% in the
second half and ﬁnished 2 of 11 behind the arc.
UCLA 78, Pepperdine 69
In Los Angeles, Charisma Osborne
scored 24 points, freshman IImar’l
Thomas added 21 and No. 20 UCLA
turned back Pepperdine.
Ally Stedman scored 28 points
for Pepperdine and Malia Bambrick
added 17.
The Waves led 22-15 at the end of
the ﬁrst quarter but the Bruins reeled
off 13 straight points to open the second quarter and the teams were tied at
42 at the break.
UCLA opened the third quarter with
11 consecutive points but couldn’t put
the Waves away. Pepperdine scored
the ﬁrst basket of the fourth quarter
to get within four and Stedman hit a 3
to pull the Waves to 62-61 with seven
minutes to play. The Bruins surged
ahead again and held on for the win.

Less than a week after the Knicks
came from 21 down to win 113-98 at
Milwaukee, the Bucks opened a 70-46
cushion midway through the third quarter. But the Knicks’ reserves wiped that
away and the game was tied with ﬁve
minutes to play.
Jrue Holiday scored 18 points and
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 15 points,
15 rebounds and eight assists for the
Bucks. They won at Philadelphia on
Tuesday night.
Warriors 123, Timberwolves 110
In San Francisco, Andrew Wiggins
dominated his former Timberwolves
teammates with a season-high 35 points,
leading Golden State past Minnesota.
Anthony Edwards scored a careerhigh 48 points for Minnesota, hitting
seven 3-pointers in the Timberwolves’
sixth straight loss.
Stephen Curry scored 25 points after
a 50-point masterpiece Monday night
against Atlanta. Jordan Poole had 14
points and ﬁve rebounds to help Golden State push its NBA-leading record
to 10-1.
Suns 119, Trail Blazers 109
In Phoenix, Frank Kaminsky scored
a career-high 31 points, Chris Paul added 21 and Phoenix beat Portland for its
sixth straight victory.
The 7-foot Kaminsky continued a
stellar stretch of play, making up for
the recent absence of injured starter
Deandre Ayton. Kaminsky has at least
10 points in four of the past ﬁve games
and was at his best Wednesday, making 12 of 18 shots and grabbing seven
rebounds.
Damian Lillard led Portland with 28
points.
Hornets 118, Grizzlies 108
In Memphis, Tenn., Kelly Oubre Jr.
scored a season-best 37 points on 13-of17 shooting and Charlotte beat Memphis to snap a ﬁve-game losing streak.
Oubre matched his career high with
seven 3-points on nine attempts and
broke the franchise record for points
off the bench.
Gordon Hayward added 25 points
for Charlotte. LaMelo Ball, who was
coming off a triple-double of 25 points,
15 rebounds and 11 assists Monday
night in an overtime loss to the Los Angeles Lakers, fell just short of his second consecutive triple-double with 12
points, nine rebounds and eight assists.
Nuggets 101, Pacers 98
In Denver, Will Barton scored a
season-high 30 points, helping to make
up for the absence of suspended star
Nikola Jokic, and Denver beat Indiana.
Jokic, the reigning NBA MVP,
served a one-game suspension for his
retaliatory late-game shove Monday
night of Markieff Morris following
the Miami player’s hard foul to Jokic’s
midsection.
Malcolm Brogdon had 25 points for
Indiana. Domantas Sabonis added 20

Brooklyn Nets center Day’Ron Sharpe (20) blocks a shot by Orlando Magic guard Mychal Mulder (2) during the
second half of an NBA basketball game, on Nov 10, in Orlando, Fla. (AP)

points and 19 rebounds.
Celtics 104, Raptors 88
In Boston, Jayson Tatum had 22
points, 12 rebounds and seven assists in
Boston’s victory over Toronto.
Robert Williams III added 16 points
and 13 rebounds, with a career-best eight
coming on the offensive glass. Dennis
Schroder scored 20 points, Josh Richardson had 15 and Marcus Smart 13.
Bulls 117, Mavericks 107
In Chicago, Zach LaVine scored 23
points and Lonzo Ball made seven of
Chicago’s 15 3-pointers, helping the
Bulls beat Dalla.
Nikola Vucevic added 18 points and
10 rebounds, and DeMar DeRozan ﬁnished with 17 points.
Wizards 97, Cavaliers 94
In Cleveland, Kyle Kuzma hit a goahead 3-pointer with 12 seconds left

and Washington scored the ﬁnal ﬁve
points to beat Cleveland.
Kuzma scored 12 of his 22 points
in the fourth quarter, including two
3-pointers in the ﬁnal 26 seconds. Montrezl Harrell led the Wizards with 24
points and 11 rebounds.
Pistons 112, Rockets104
In Houston, Jerami Grant scored a
season-high 35 points to help Detroit
beat Houston in a matchup of two of the
worst teams in the NBA.
Detroit improved to 2-8, and Houston dropped to 1-10.
The meeting was the ﬁrst between
the top two picks in the July draft. Cade
Cunningham, Detroit’s choice as the
No. 1 pick, had 20 points on 8-of-18
shooting. Houston’s Jalen Green, the
No. 2 pick, had 23 points on 8-of-20
shooting.

Spurs 136, Kings 117
In San Antonio, Dejounte Murray
had 26 points and San Antonio never
trailed, overcoming De’Aaron Fox’s
season-high 37 points in rolling past
Sacramento.
San Antonio hit a season-high 18
3-pointers and snapped a three-game
skid at the AT&T Center.
Sacramento has lost three straight
and ﬁve of seven.
Thunder 108, Pelicans 100
In New Orleans, Lu Dort scored 27
points, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander added
24 points and Oklahoma City beat New
Orleans for its third straight victory.
Nickeil Alexander-Walker had 33
points, and Jonas Valanciunas had 25
points and 15 rebounds for the NBAworst Pelicans. They dropped to 1-11
with their eighth straight loss.
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Minnesota Timberwolves forward
Jaden McDaniels (left), is defended by Golden State Warriors
forward Otto Porter Jr. during the
second half of an NBA basketball
game in San Francisco. Warriors
defeated Timberwolves 123-110.
(AP) — See Page 15
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Wade lifts Australia into T20 WC final

Pakistan’s Shaheen Afridi reacts after bowling a delivery during the Cricket
Twenty20 World Cup second semi-ﬁnal match between Australia and Pakistan in Dubai, UAE. (AP)

Australia’s David Warner hits a boundary during the Cricket Twenty20 World Cup second semi-ﬁnal match between Australia and Pakistan in Dubai, UAE.
(AP)

Pakistan hopes crashed

South Korea stay on course

DUBAI, Nov 11, (AP):
Matthew Wade smacked
three successive sixes off
Pakistan’s Shaheen Afridi
in the penultimate over and
lifted Australia into the ﬁnal of the T20 World Cup
with a ﬁve-wicket victory
Thursday.

Japan close in on Saudi Arabia, Australia
SEOUL, South Korea, Nov 11, (AP):
Japan closed in on both Saudi Arabia
and Australia in Asian World Cup qualifying, beating Vietnam 1-0 Thursday
while the two leading teams in Group B
played out a 0-0 draw.
The Saudis lead the group with 13
points, followed by Australia with 10
and Japan with nine.
Only the top two ﬁnishers in each of
the two six-team groups will automatically qualify for next year’s World Cup
in Qatar.

Wade crashed Pakistan hopes in
a stunning display of power-hitting
against a premier Pakistan fast
bowler as Australia cruised to 1775 with an over to spare.
Pakistan had their chance but Hasan
Ali dropped a regulation catch of the
left-hander Wade at mid-wicket just
before Afridi was hit for three sixes.
Wade made an unbeaten 41 off just
17 balls and Marcus Stoinis supported
him superbly with 40 off 31 balls as
both batsmen shared a match-winning
81-run partnership off just 40 balls.
Earlier, half centuries by in-form
Mohammad Rizwan (67) and Fakhar
Zaman (55 not out) helped Pakistan
reach 176-4 after Australia captain
Aaron Finch won the toss and elected
to ﬁeld.

CRICKET
Australia will take on New Zealand
in the ﬁnal on Sunday after the Black
Caps defeated England in the ﬁrst
semiﬁnal - also by ﬁve wickets - on
Wednesday.

Also:
LONDON: England cricket captain Joe
Root called for “change and actions”
from his county team, Yorkshire, in response to a crisis over its handling of a
former player’s racism allegations that
have rocked the sport.
“These events have fractured our
game and torn lives apart,” Root said
in a statement issued Thursday in his
first public comments since Yorkshire settled an employment tribunal
case with Azeem Rafiq, who had reported a culture of racism and bullying at English cricket’s most successful team.
In later comments, Root said he had
not personally witnessed incidents of
racism at Yorkshire.
Yorkshire has already lost sponsors
and the right to host England international matches at its Headingley home
in the wake of an escalating scandal
that has set in motion additional investigations and led to boardroom changes at the county club.
The 30-year-old Root has played
for Yorkshire his entire career and has
been a teammate of Raﬁq, who was the
team’s youngest ever captain.
“I want to see change and actions
that will see YCCC (Yorkshire County
Cricket Club) rise from this with a culture that harnesses a diverse environment with trust across all communities
that support cricket in the county,”
Root said, adding that he will “offer support however I’m able” to the
team’s leadership.
Speaking on a video call from Australia’s Gold Coast, where he is based
for England’s pre-Ashes training
camp, Root made it clear he had not
witnessed any acts of racism.

SOCCER
Australia’s Mathew Leckie, (left),
and Saudi Arabia’s Mohammed
Kanno compete to head the ball
during the Asian qualiﬁer World
Cup 2022 third round Group B
match between Australia and Saudi
Arabia in Sydney, Australia. (AP)

McTominay to
miss qualifier
ALICANTE, Spain, Nov 11,
(AP): Scott McTominay will
miss Scotland’s World Cup qualifying match against Moldova
because of a throat infection.
The Manchester United midﬁelder was sent home from
Scotland’s training base in Spain
ahead of Friday’s game at Moldova, but he could still face Denmark on Monday.
“Unfortunately, Scott McTominay has picked up a bit of
a throat virus so we have sent
Scott home to rest and recuperate and hopefully he will join us
again at the weekend,” Scotland
coach Steve Clarke said Thursday.

Junya Ito scored an early goal from
close range for Japan, a team that has
appeared at every World Cup since
1998 but is in real danger of missing out
this time.
Australia and Saudi Arabia played to
an often ill-tempered, rainy 0-0 draw in
the Socceroos’ ﬁrst home match in more
than two years.
After winning the opening three
games of the current qualifying stage,
and 11 World Cup qualiﬁers in a row,
Australia have now dropped ﬁve points
from the last two, including a loss to Japan in the previous match.
The result was better for Saudi Arabia, winning their ﬁrst point on Australian soil, to stay atop the group with 13
points from ﬁve games. Australia have
10 from ﬁve matches . Australia play
China on Tuesday in the United Arab
Emirates and Socceroos coach Graham
Arnold said a win then would leave his
team in a “fantastic position.”
“Overall we played well, we created
chances but they didn’t go in,” Arnold
said. “Then a little bit of frustration set
in with the time wasting and tactics from
the Saudis. We have to learn to be better
with that because that’s when they came
up with their chances.”

Steven ends 3½-year stint in Scottish soccer

Gerrard joins Villa for first EPL coaching job
LONDON, Nov 11, (AP): It won’t be
long before Liverpool legend Steven
Gerrard is back at Anﬁeld as a Premier League manager.
Not in charge of his boyhood team,
though.
Gerrard was hired as Aston Villa
manager on Thursday, ending a 3½year stint in Scottish soccer where he
transformed the fortunes of Rangers
and ended the long-time dominance
of Glasgow rivals Celtic.
It will be the 41-year-old Gerrard’s
ﬁrst senior coaching role in England
and many expect him to one day lead
Liverpool, the team where he played
710 matches - many as captain.
How strange it will feel, then,
when he returns to Anﬁeld in charge
of a different club. In a date he’ll likely have circled on his calendar, Villa
play at Liverpool on Dec. 11 for the
fourth match with his new team.
“It has been very clear in our
discussions with him that Steven’s
coaching ambitions, philosophy and
Australia had the better of the chances, although goalkeeper Mat Ryan was
forced to produce three good secondhalf saves. The Socceroos lost Stoke
defender Harry Souttar to a knee injury with 12 minutes left in the game.
Neither team had a shot on target in
the ﬁrst half.
Before Thursday, Australia’s last
game at home was a 5-0 win over Nepal
in October 2019, when Jamie Maclaren
scored three goals and Souttar netted
twice on debut.

our ambitious plans.”
Villa ﬁnished in 11th place in the
Premier League last season but have
regressed since selling captain Jack
Grealish for a British-record fee of
100 million pounds ($139 million) in
the offseason.
From relying largely on one player,
Villa have tried to implement a more
expansive approach with a bunch of
new players bought using the money
earned from Grealish’s transfer - in-

In this Thursday Nov 4 ﬁle photo, Rangers’ head coach Steven Gerrard during the Europa
League Group A soccer match
between Brondby IF and Rangers FC at Brondby Stadium in
Copenhagen. (AP)

values entirely match those of Aston
Villa,” Villa chief executive Christian
Purslow said. “We are excited he has
agreed to lead us in the next phase of
The Socceroos have been forced to
play all of their games abroad since then
because of Australia’s closed borders
and COVID-19 restrictions.
In Group A, South Korea stayed on
course for a 10th straight World Cup appearance by beating the UAE 1-0.
Hwang Hee-chan, who plays in England for Wolverhampton Wanderers,
converted from the penalty spot late in
the ﬁrst half.
“It was a very good all-round performance,” South Korea coach Paulo Ben-

Denmark have already qualiﬁed in Group F and second-place
Scotland can secure a place in the
playoffs with three points on Friday. Israel are four points behind
Scotland.
❑

❑

England captain Harry Kane
has been ﬁnding it tough to get
over a “whirlwind” year in which
he lost in the European Championship ﬁnal on home soil and
then failed to secure a move
away from Tottenham.
Kane, the top scorer in the Premier League last season, has only
netted once in nine league games
amid some underwhelming performances for his club.
The striker appeared close to
joining Manchester City for the
start of this season, but a satisfactory bid never came in and he announced he would be staying at
Tottenham, seemingly reluctantly.

China’s Yuning Zhang (left), and Oman’s Jameel Al Yahmadi ﬁght for the ball during a qualifying soccer match for
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 between China and Oman in Sharjah, the United Arab Emirates. (AP)
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cluding Danny Ings and Leon Bailey,
who are currently injured - but it has
left the team more open.
Villa have conceded the third-most
goals this season and have lost their
last ﬁve games to drop to 16th place
in the 20-team league, prompting the
decision to ﬁre Dean Smith - a boyhood Villa fan - on Sunday.
to said. “We should have taken more of
our chances but we fully deserved the
three points and we can now look forward to the next game.”
South Korea stayed in second place
in the group behind Iran, which scored
twice in injury time to beat Lebanon
2-1.
Sardar Azmoun equalized for Iran
in injury time and Ahmad Nourollahi
scored another with the last kick of the
match. Iran have 13 points in Group A
and South Korea have 11.

FKF disbanded
by government

SOCCER

❑

SOCCER

NAIROBI, Kenya, Nov 11, (AP): The
Kenyan soccer federation was disbanded by the government on Thursday.
The move was announced by sports
minister Amina Mohamed, who said
a preliminary investigation into the
soccer federation by her department
had shown it was unable to properly
account for money given to it by the
government.
Mohamed said police and anti-corruption authorities in Kenya should
now carry out further investigations
and decide if there should be criminal
prosecutions.
The decision to remove all elected
ofﬁcials at the federation and replace
them with a caretaker committee
will not affect Kenya’s international
matches, the sports ministry said.
But that may still happen if world
body FIFA becomes involved. FIFA
does not allow governments to interfere in the running of national federations and Kenya risks being banned
from international soccer.
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