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America
Bid to review bad decisions

Advocates new push to
bring back deportees
MIAMI, May 29, (AP): Jesus Lopez says he feels like a stranger in the place he was born.
He’s from Guadalajara, Mexico, but his life was in Chicago.
After 15 years in the city, he was deported a year ago during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I want to go back because I belong there, that’s where I
have my friends, my family,” said the 25-year-old, once a recipient of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program
that gives protections to immigrants brought to the US as children.
Lopez, who said he didn’t renew his spot in the program
because he couldn’t afford it, hopes to beneﬁt from new efforts
by advocates, groups and attorneys to bring back immigrants
they believe were unfairly deported from the United States.
With President Joe Biden in ofﬁce, one of the new proposals
from advocates urges creating a centralized Department of Homeland Security ofﬁce to consider requests from
deported immigrants trying to reunite
with their families in the US
“We have deported hundreds of
thousands of individuals, and to do that
and not even have an effective safety
valve to review bad decisions violates
due process,” said Nayna Gupta, associate director of policy for the National
Immigrant Justice Center, the Washington-based nonproﬁt that proposed
Gupta
the idea.
It’s a long shot: White House ofﬁcials have never publicly
mentioned the idea, and it doesn’t yet have a supporter in Congress. The campaign, however, shows how immigrant advocacy has become emboldened after four years hardline immigration policies under former President Donald Trump.
It also shows how varied ambitions are among pro-immigrant advocates.
Many are focused instead on immigration bills that have
passed the House but appear stalled in the Senate as large
numbers of unaccompanied children crossing the border have
weakened the White House’s position. The measures would
give legal status to DACA recipients like Lopez, more farmworkers and others with special protections.

Trafﬁc moves over the George Washington Bridge as seen from Fort Lee, New Jersey. While President Joe Biden pitches his infrastructure plan to the American
public, the real work of delivering his legislative agenda takes place behind the scenes. Biden’s 15-person legislative team is charged with maneuvering and mapping out the process of actually getting his agenda passed on Capitol Hill. (AP)

America
‘Loyalty to Trump’

GOP blocks Capitol riot probe

Proposed
Another bill Biden proposed to offer a path to citizenship
for immigrants in the country illegally includes some provisions for a chance for deportees to come back to the US. But
the Biden administration has not spoken publicly or answered
questions about the possibility of regularly considering those
requests.
More than 700,000 immigrants have been deported from the
US in the last three ﬁscal years, according to federal data. US law
includes ways for deportees to return, but they rarely succeed.
For some deportees, the change of administration offers
hope.
Claudio Rojas says he feels better since Trump left ofﬁce,
but he still lives with anxiety and can’t sleep some nights in his
Buenos Aires home.
“I am not in a detention center, but I feel like I am in jail
in my own apartment. I am in Argentina, but I feel I am a
foreigner. I can’t adapt,” said Rojas, a 55-year-old handyman
deported in 2019. His wife, two sons and two grandsons are
in Florida.
Rojas and his family overstayed a tourist visa. After a decade, he ended up in federal custody after a police stop and got
a deportation order. Rojas did not leave, and Immigration and
Customs Enforcement detained him again for seven months.
He held a widely publicized hunger strike, and two ﬁlmmakers made a documentary based on his and others’ experiences.
Days before Rojas was to speak at the 2019 Miami Film
Festival, he was detained again and deported. The Argentinian
has sued and is waiting for a decision from a federal appeals
court.
“I want back the life I lost, all this time that I lost,” Rojas
said.
The National Immigrant Justice Center says Congress
doesn’t need to act on their proposal and that creation of a centralized process to review applications could be done through
executive action because it is based on existing laws.
The plan asks the government to take into account factors
like people who were eligible for legal status and had applied
before being deported or those who have compelling circumstances.

Virginia State Police K-9 ofﬁcer Tyler Fridley, poses with his dog Aries
at State Police headquarters in Richmond, Va on May 10, 2021. Drugsnifﬁng police dogs from around
Virginia are being forced into early
retirement as the state prepares to legalize adult recreational use of marijuana on July 1. (AP)

News in Brief
Employee kills 8 at yard: An employee
opened ﬁre Wednesday at a California rail
yard, killing eight people before taking his
own life as law enforcement rushed in, authorities said, marking the latest attack in a
year that has seen a sharp increase in mass
killings as the nation emerges from coronavirus restrictions.
The shooting took place around 6:30
am in two buildings that are part of a light
rail facility for the Valley Transportation
Authority, which provides bus, light rail
and other transit services throughout Santa
Clara County, the most populated county in
the San Francisco Bay Area. The facility in
San Jose includes a transit-control center,

WASHINGTON, May 29, (AP): Senate Republicans blocked creation of
a bipartisan panel to investigate the
deadly Jan 6 attack on the Capitol,
displaying continuing party loyalty to
former president Donald Trump and
ﬁrm determination to shift the political
focus away from the violent insurrection by his GOP supporters.
The Senate vote on Friday was 5435 — six short of the 60 needed — to
take up a House-passed bill that would
have formed an independent 10-member commission evenly split between
the two parties. It came a day after
emotional appeals for the commission
from police who fought the mob, the
family of an ofﬁcer who died and lawmakers in both parties who ﬂed Capitol chambers in the worst attack on the
building in two centuries.
The Republicans were mostly but not
totally united: Six voted with Democrats to move forward. Eleven senators
- nine Republicans and two Democrats
— missed the vote, an unusually high

number of absentees for one of the highest-proﬁle votes of the year. At least one
of the missing Republicans would have
voted in favor of considering the commission, according to his ofﬁce.
The GOP opposition means that
questions about who should bear responsibility for the attack could continue to be ﬁltered through a partisan
lens — in congressional committees
— rather than addressed by an outside,
independent panel modeled after the
commission that investigated the Sept
11, 2001, terror attacks.

Declared
“The investigations will happen
with or without Republicans,” declared
Louisiana Sen Bill Cassidy, one of the
Republicans who voted to move forward. “To ensure the investigations are
fair, impartial and focused on the facts,
Republicans need to be involved.”
The vote was in part a GOP attempt
to placate Trump, or avoid his reprisals,
as he has kept a ﬁrm hold on the party

parking for trains and a maintenance yard.
A man wounded in the attack was in critical condition at Santa Clara Valley Medical
Center, spokesperson Joy Alexiou said.
The attacker was identiﬁed as 57-yearold Sam Cassidy, according to two law enforcement ofﬁcials. Investigators offered no
immediate word on a possible motive. (AP)
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Frenchman killed after stabbing: A
man with severe schizophrenia who had

Cassidy

Darmanin

since his defeat by Democrat Joe Biden.
The former president told his supporters
to “ﬁght like hell” to overturn his defeat
before the siege and continues to falsely
say he won the election — claims shouted by his supporters as they stormed the
building. Trump called the commission
legislation a “Democrat trap.”
Friday’s vote — the ﬁrst successful use of a Senate ﬁlibuster in the
Biden presidency — was emblematic
of the profound mistrust between the
two parties since the siege, especially
among Republicans, with some in the
party downplaying the violence and
defending the rioters.
The vote also is likely to galvanize
Democratic pressure to do away with
the ﬁlibuster, a time-honored procedure typically used to kill major legislation. It requires 60 votes to move
ahead, rather than a simple majority
in the 100-member Senate. With the
Senate evenly split 50-50, Democrats
needed support from 10 Republicans
to move to the commission bill.

been on a watch list for Islamic radicalism
stabbed a police ofﬁcer at her station Friday
in western France and shot two other ofﬁcers before police killed him, authorities said.
The slain suspect was a Frenchman in his
40s who had been on a watch list for Islamic
radicalism because of his “rigorous” religious
practices, Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin
said. The assailant had recently been released
from prison and was under monitoring by psychiatric services, he said. (AP)

